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DIRECTOR,  FBI  AND  SACS,  ATLANTA,  KNOXSVILLE, 
MEMPHIS,  MOBILE,  NEW  ORLEANS  AND  SAVANNAH 
FROM  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  /IJ^N^W/ 
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UNSUBS,  BOMEING  0F_ SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  BIRMINGHAM. 
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ALABAMA.  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  fftSTANT.  BM. 

AT  ABOUT  TEN  NINETEEN  A.  M.  CST,  THIS  DATE  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
VBAPTIST  CHURCH,  SIXTEENTH  STREET  AND  SIX  AVENUE  NORTH,  BIRMINGHAM 
X BOMBED.  CHURCH  IS  LARGE  NEGRO  CHURCH  IN  WHICH  MANY  PRO  DASH 

INTEGRATION  DEMONSTRATIONS  HELD  BIRMINGHAM,  THIS  YEAR.  ALL  OFFICES 


IMMEDIATELY  ASCERTAIN  WHEREABOUTS  OF  BOMBING  SUSPECTS. 
SUTEL  IMMEDIATELY. 
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' Tb«  16th  Street  Baptist  Church  is  Biralnfhas, . '-  Yt  Y*\v 

Alabama,  in  which  sany  pro-integration  demonstrations  have 
been  held  during  the  past  year,  was  bombed  at  approximately 
10:16  a.m.,  Central  Standard  Time,  September  IS.  1963.'  ' ■ 
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addition,  16  persons  were  injured.  These  consisted  of 
9 Negro  males,  5 Negro  females  and  2 white  females. 

The  rear  end  of  the  church  was  badly  damaged,  A r 

fire  marshal  in  Birmingham  advised  that  in  his  opinion,  ( 

approximately  10  sticks  of  dynamite  had  been  dropped  on  the  road 
surface  near  the  church  and  Ignited  with  a fuse-type  igniter.- 
He  estimated  the  damage  to  the  church  at  $20,000  to  $30,000.  I 

Our  Birmingham  Office  immediately  instituted  a . 4 

full  investigation  Into  this  bombing.  Investigation  Is  proceeding 
with  all  possible  speed  and  the  Department  will  be  advised  of 
pertinent  developments. 


1 — The  Deputy  Attorney  General 

1 - Mr,  Burke  Marshall 

Assistant  Attorney  General 
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FROM  DIHSCTOB  FBI 

UNSUB;  BOMBING  Of  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  BIRMINGHAM. 
ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHRXK.  BOMBING  MATTER. 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  INVESTIGATION  IN  CAPTIONED  BOMBING  FOLLOWING 
LEADS  SHOULD  BX  COVERED.  PHYSICAL  SURVEILLANCE  SHOULD  BE  MAINTAINED^ 
TONIGHT  AND  FOR  NEXT  SEVERAL  BAYS  IN  VICINITY  OF  CHURCH  BOMBED  TO  V 
IDENTIFY  INDIVIDUAL  OR  INDIVIDUALS  RESPONSIBLE.  WHILE  MANY  CURIOSITY 
SEEKERS  MAY  COME  INTO  AREA,  PAST  EXPERIENCE  INDICATES  THAT  FREQUENTLY 
THOSE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  BOMBINGS  WILL  RETURN  TO  SCENE  TO  OBSERVE 
DESTRUCTION  FOR  WHICH  THEY  ARE  RESPONSIBLE.  CHECK  ALL  MOTELS, 

SERVICE  STATIONS,  RESTAURANTS,  TAXI  CAB  COMPANIES,  BUS  COMPANIES 
AND  ANY  OTHER  SERVICE  COMPANIES  WHOSE  EMPLOYEES  MAY  REGULARLY  BE  IN 
AREA  OF  CHURCH  ON  SUNDAY  HORNINGS  TO  OBTAIN  LEADS  RE  ANY  SUSPICIOUS 
PERSONS  WHO  MAY  HAVE  BISK  IN  AREA  AT  PERTINENT  TIME*  IN  CONNECTION 
WITH  DYNAMITE  SURVEY  TO  BE  CONDUCTED,  ALSO  CHECK 

REO  54 

OF  DYNAMITE  WHICH  MAY  BETPEJEHNENT  TO  INSTANT 

TO  CHECKING  ELAN  AND  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS,  DETERMINE  WHEREABOUTS  Of 

. |9  SEP  161963 

ASA  CASTER  AND  OTHER  LOGICAL  SUSPECTS  IN  VOLUNTEERS  FOR  ALABAMA 


43) 


n 


Callahan  . ■/ 

Conrad  _ I C j t *.Ar 

D*  Loach 

Evans  

G ale 

Rosen  

Sullivan  « 

Tavel  


Trotter 

Tele.  Roots 

Holmes  

Gandy  


MAIL  ROOM 


□ 


TELETYPE  UNIT 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  Of  INVESTIGATION 
0.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 

SEP  1 51963  . 

"Y 


TELETYPE  TO  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
RE:  UNSUB;  BOMBING  MATTER 


AND  WALLACE.  IN  THIS  CONNECTION  DETERMINE  WHETHER  ANY  ELAN  OR  )./*'■ 
HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS  AS  WELL  AS  MEMBERS  OP  VAW  OWN  RURAL  OR  OTHER  " 
PROPERTY  OF  A NATURE  WHERE  EXPLOSIVES  MIGHT  BE  8ECRETED,  IF  ANY 
DYNAMITE  CACHES  DISCOVERED,  CONDUCT  COMPLETE  CRIME  SCENE  SEARCH 
INCLUDING  TAKING  OF  FOOTPRINTS,  TIRE  TRACKS,  ETC.  ON  SEPTEMBER  / 
TWENTY  TWO  PHYSICAL  SURVEILLANCE  SHOULD  BE  CONDUCTED  AT  APPROXIMATE 
HOURS  OF  BOMBINGS  IN  VICINITY  OF  CHURCH  IN  EFFORT  TO  IDENTIFY  - 
INDIVIDUALS  WHO  PASSED  THROUGH  THE  AREA  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD. 

IT  IS  TO  BE  NOTED  THAT  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  REGULARLY  PASS  THROUGH  AREA 
AT  PERTINENT  TIME  EN  ROUTE  TO  WORK,  CHURCH  OR  OTHER  PURSUITS  KAY 
HAVE  OBSERVED  INFORMATION  OF  VALUE  TO  INVESTIGATION.  THESE 
INDIVIDUALS  SHOULD  BE  IDENTIFIED  THROUGH  LICENSE  TAGS  AND  SUBSEQUENT! 
INTERVIEWED  TO  DETERMINE  IF  THEY  HAVE  INFORMATION  OF  VALUE  TO  INVEST! 
GAT  ION.  CHECK  ANY  CARS  REPORTED  STOLEN  IN  AREA  DURING  PERTINENT 


PERIOD  PRIOR  TO  BOMBING.  POSSIBLE  SUCH  VEHICLE  KAY  HAVE  BEEN  USED 
BY  INDIVIDUALS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  DYNAMITING  CHURCH.  DETERMINE 
CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THEFT  AND  PROCESS  CAR  FOR  LATEKTS  AND  RESIDUES,  ETC. 

^v-  V ... 

ADVISE  IF  PASTOR  OR  MEMBERS  OF  CHURCH  HAVE  RECEIVED  ANONYMOUS 
THREATENING  CALLS  PRIOR  TO  BOMBING,  IF  SO,  BEAR  IN  MIND  POSSIBILITY 


SUCH  CALLS  MAY  LISTEN  TO  RECORDINGS  OF  SUSPECTS T VOICES  IN  EFFORT 

FEDERAL  8URFAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


OF  MAKING  VOICE  RECORDINGS  OF  SUSPECTS  SO  INDIVIDUALS  RECEIVING 
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TELETYPE  TO  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
RE:  UNSUB;  BOMBING  HATTER 
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i . , • . - J , 

tq  identify  anonymous  caller  too  may  be  subject  or  possess 

KNOWLEDGE  OF  INDIVIDUALS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  CRIME,  THIS  INVESTIGATION 
MUST  RECEIVE  CONTINUOUS  AND  PREFERRED  ATTENTION.  YOU  SHOULD 
CRITICALLY  EVALUATE  YOUR  PERSONNEL  NEEDS  ON  A CONTINUING  BASIS 
AND  IF  YOU  FEEL  ADDITIONAL  PERSONNEL  NECESSARY,  SUBMIT  YOUR 
RECOMMENDATIONS  TOGETHER  WITH  APPROPRIATE  JUSTIFICATION  PROMPTLY. 
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UNSUBS : BOMBING  OrlBIXTEKNTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  BIRMINGHAM 


ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE,  BOMBING  MATTERS,  PAREN 


00  BIRMINGHAM  END  PAREN. 
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REBHTEL  NINE  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 


FOLLOWING  INSTRUCTIONS  PERTAIN  TO  ALL  OFFICES.  ALL  KNOWN 


C- 


&LANBHSN  AND  HATE-GROUP  MEMBERS,  PARTICULARLY  NATIONAL  STATES 
RIGHTS  PARTY  MEMBERS,  ARE  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED  AS  WELL  AS  BOMBING  SUS- 
PECTS.  PRINCIPAL  LEADERS  IN  ELAN  AND  HATE  GROUP  SHOULD  BE  INTER- 
VIEWED WHEN  SUFFICIENT  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION  IS  AVAILABLE  AS  OF 
THEIR  WHEREABOUTS  AT  PERTINENT  TIME  AND  INTERVIEW  IS  DEEMED  APPRO- 
PRIATE. ALL  OFFICES  AT  FIRST  SHOULD  SINGLE  OUT  ELAN  MEMBERS  AND 
HATE-GROUP  MEMBERS  WHO  WOULD  MOST  LOGICALLY  DEPLORE  INSTANT  BOMBING 


END  page  ONE 
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TELETYPE  TO  SACS  ATLANTA  

BE:  UNSUBS;  BOBBING  07  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
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AND  VOUU>  MOST  LIKELY  FURNISH  INFORMATION. 

ALL  OFFICES  SUTEL  DAILY  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  INTERVIEWED,  PERTI- 
NENT INFORMATION  OBTAINED,  AND  NUMBER  OF  ADDITIONAL  PERSONS  TO  BE 
INTERVIEWED.  NO  INTERVIEWS  SHOUU)  BE  CONDUCTED  AFTER  DUSK 
UNLESS  ABSOLUTELY  NECESSARY  AND  DICTATED  BY  PERTINENT  INFORMATION. 
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AND  WOULD  MOST  LIKELY  FURNISH  INFORMATION. 

ALL  OFFICES  SUTEL  DAILY  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  INTERVIEWED, 

PERTINENT  INFORMATION  OBTAINED,  AND  NUMBER  OF  ADDITIONAL  PERSONS  TO  B 
INTERVIEWED.  NO  INTERVIEWS  SHOULD  BE  CONDUCTED  AFTER  DUSK  UNLESS 
ABSOLUTELY  NECESSARY  AND  DICTATED  BY  PERTINENT  INFORMATION. 
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AND  WOULD  MOST  LIKELY  FURNISH  INFORMATION. 

ALL  OFFICES  SUTEL  DAILY  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  INTERVIEWED, 

PERTINENT  INFORMATION  OBTAINED,  AND  NUMBER  OF  ADDITIONAL  PERSONS  TO  B! 
INTERVIEWED.  NO  INTERVIEWS  SHOULD  BE  CONDUCTED  AFTER  DUSK  UNLESS 
ABSOLUTELY  NECESSARY  AND  DICTATED  BY  PERTINENT  INFORMATION. 

END  ACK  PLS 

KX  7-35  PM  EST  OK  FBI  KX  BEC 
TU 


f 


O' 

m 

4 


.J 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  of  investigation 
u s.  department  of  justice 
COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 

SEPl  61963 


y ?Tr-  Trl"OD. 
j EehnoufL 
■ Hr*  Kohr. 
Kr.  Casper. 


9-15-53 
DIRECTOR,  FBI 


1-  11-15  EST  PP* 

AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
1 P 


Miss  Holmes. 
Miss  Gfcndy„ 


ROM  SAC,  SAVANNAH 

o 

UNSlfBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM, 


AT  A 

rtLH  • 


ornT  rrm^rH 
O L,  r 1 » f If  ^ XL 


CTvTVTUDirr  MATT1T0Q. 


r^n  Rtf 

W J.  Ai 


REBHTEL  SEPT.  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 

ATTEMPT  MADE  TO  VERIFY  WHEREBOUTS  OF  BOMBING  SUSPECT 

;ept.  fifteen  sixtythree 

WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.  

“““ _ ' NEAREST 

NEIGHBOR  HAS  NOT  SEEN  SUSPECT  TODAY. 


SUSPECTS 


^ESID^C^Ts^CHECKE^ABOUT  NINE  THIRTY  PM  THIS  DATE,  NEGATIVELY. 
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Suspect  will  be  interviewed  at  place  of  employment  Monday  next, 
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His  WHEREBOUTS  TODAY  WILL  BE  DETERMINED  AND  VERIFIED. 
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BOMBING  _QF_  l_6th  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH, _ “ 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 
SEPTEMBER  15.  1963 — 
BOMBING  MATTER 
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Date  '<  '( 


Superyiso 

called  this  evening  and  furnished  the  following  information. 
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»ve  information,  and  instructed  to  have 
nterviewed  for  all  details  in  his  position.'^ 
;pecxor  Moore  stated  that  this  would  be  done  and  the  results 
of  the  interview  furnished  promptly  to  the  Bureau. 
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0 DIRECTOR,  FBI 
FROM  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  /157-352/  3P 
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UNSUB,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  EAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM, 


ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN.  NINETEEN  SIXTYTHREE.  BM«t 

UNIVERSITY  HOSPITAL,  BIRMINGHAM,-  ALABAMA, 
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TELEPHONED  AND  ADVISED  FOLLOWING  IS  LIST  OF  INDIVIDUALS  INJURED  IN 
CAPTIONED  BOMBING,  ALL  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  UNLESS  OTHERWISE  INDICATED. 

I MI LTONy^TOLLENVERCH,  NEGRO  MALE,  THREE  ONE  FIVE  TENTH  'COURT  NORT 

G£ORGIA>^C  CARTAR , NEGRO  MALE,  TWO  .HUNDRED, FOURTH  AVENUE  SOUTH 

ijppwK } ?>$ 

AGE  SIXTYFIVE.  ^ 
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0 MALE. 
CHARL 
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.S^fTOYANT,  EIGHT  TWO  ONE  - FIFTEENTH  WAY,  NORTH,  NEGRO. MALE 

ELLA/ISenARD,  EIGHT  ZERQ  SEVEN  - EIGHTEENTH  WAY,  Stt^-NE «W-F6M4tE 

- . ./T-v . " V ' ' «n  i c *) - Id  -X  , 


AGE  SEVENTY. 


REC-  52 


/s . 

B SEP  16  1363 


LYNN/^RQSS,  NO  ADDRESS. * NEGRO  FEMALE,  AGE  FOUR 

7\ s & |<?  T^J 

J OS  E P Hy^AIiTSH^^  TENTH  AVXNUE.J5PUTH, 

*//* 


END  PAGE  ONE 
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Q JQ/n^^ 


PAGE  TWO 


> TWO  ONE  ONE  ONE  - ELEVENTH  AVENUE,  NORTH,  JtfEGRO 
MALE,  AGE  SIXTYEIGHT.  1 JIPPRO*. 

\ y — • — ' 

GEORGIA^JOHNSON,  FOU  R TWO  NINE  - SIXTH  AVENUE  NORTH,  NEGRO  FEtwL 
l y. yq^^POLL^LLEN , NINE_2ERO  ONE  ONE  SOUTH  ELIZABETH  STREET,  WHITE 

***  '"Female.  Chicago-  illinotc.  Arrr  ttjtt mt vt m a 

I / JF,  - - w 4-  V | OVi  U 4 niflll  1 iffV| 

JONATHA^-JONES  f THREE_2ERO  FOUR  - TENTH  AVENUE,  SOUTH,  NEGRO 
MALE,  AGE  TWELVE,  SeEwq*.  flSj 

LILLIAN^OLLARIL.  FIVE.  SEVEN  - NINTH  AVENUE  NORTH,  NEGRO  FEMALE 

AGE  TWENTYFOUR. 



SW^COLUJJS,  TWO  THREE  THREE  - SIXTH  COURT  WEST,  NEGRO  FEMALE, 
AGE  TEN.  i.  fffoox.  | ^5^ 

WILLIAM/^RIER.  ONE  ZERO  ONE  - ELEVENTH  GOMPT  WECT.  Mrcon  mait.  I 

i _n ^ ^ — * ' - ■ ~ ~ ~ w ~~~  T — *■  ’ “ ' " » ^ ^ w j II  Am  WLV  V I ill  J^JL.  | ^ 

AGE  FORTYNINE. s 

,,  I -11  ~ 

I HELEN^A LTER , QNE_FI VE  ZERO  BROOKLANE  DRIVE,  WHITE  FEMALE 

WILLI  t^SMlTH,  FOUR  ZERO.  SEVEN  - SEVENTH  STREET . DOCENA,  ALABAMA, 
NEGRO^MALE,  AGE  FORTY.  ISS^j tlZ-’b 


irr*  t 


irt£,  JTULLUW1NU  J.NU1  V IDUAEii  WERE  REPORTED  TO  HAVE  DIED  IN  ABOVE 
BOMBING. 

' .CAROL  ROBERTSON,  ONE  ZERO  TWO  ONE  - NINTH  STREET.  NEGRO  FEMALE 


AGE  SIXTEEN. 
END  PAGE  TWO 
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\ { 


J 


c 
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PAGE  THREE 

ADDIE  COLLINS.  TWO  THREE  TWO  - SIXTH  COURT  WEST,  NEGRO  FEMALE,  • 
AGE  FOURTEEN. 

DENISE  MC  NAIR.  ROUTE  FOUR,  BOX  FIVE  TWO  FOUR,  NEGRO  FEMALE*  AGE 
ELEVEN. 

CYNTHIA  WESLEY.  TWO  TWO  - ELEVENTH  AVENUE  NORTH,  NEGRO  FEMALE, 

AGE  FOURTEEN. 

END  AND  ACK 

WA  5~ 18PM  OK  FBI  WA  HL 
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DIRECTOR,  FBI 


Mr.  ToIsob 

Mr.  Belmont. 
Mr.  Mohr 


Mr.  Casper 

Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Cod  rad 

Mr,  DeLoach. 

Mr.  EvprfST 
Mr.  G’ 

Mr.  Hi Ba:, 

Mr.  Sdf 
Mr.  Tt-ve! 


Kir.  iT'-rvcT. 

TcJe.  ~c:;n_ 
I Miss  tcT.  ■-■ 


2P 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  15  7-352 
UNSUBS  - BOMBING  OF^IXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 


BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER^ FIFTEEN,  SIXTY  THREE  — RM. 

CONFIRMING  MY  PHONE  CALL  TEN  P.  M.,  CST,  TODAY. 

ONE.  CRIME  SCENE.  PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  CRIME  SCENE. 

REPRESENTATIVES  FBI  LAB  CONFIRM  OPINION  LOCAL  7 IRE  MARSHAL  THAT  HIGH 

ORDER  EXPLOSIVE  USED,  POSSIBLY  DYNAMITE,  AT  NORTHEAST  CORNER  OF  CHURC 

SIXTEENTH  STREET  SIDE,  NEAR  LOUNGE  AREA.  FOUR  DEATHS,  SIXTEEN  INJURE 

AGENTS  WILL  REMAIN  AT  SCENE  THROUGHOUT  THE  NIGHT.  PRELIMINARY  CRIME 

SCENE  SEARCH  REVEALS  FOOT  BY  FOOT  SEARCH  WILL  BE  NECESSARY. 

TWO.  INTERVIEWS.  ALL  IMMEDIATE  INTERVIEWS  WITH  PEOPLE  WHO 

THOUGHT  THEY  HAD  INFORMATION  OF  IMPORTANCE  HAVE  BEEN  COMPLETED. . <T7 

— - /5'7  - /0X5.~  0 


SECONDARY  INTERVIEWS  UNDERWAY  INCLUDING  Ptur 
OWNERS  OF  CARS  WHOSE  LICENSES  WERE  RECORDED. 


ip-  n 

... w LIU.  x iv  n i\iarv  n -i^ 


X IV  t\x\ 

SEP  16  1363 


THREE.  SUSPECTS.  THOSE  SUSPECTS  WHOSE  NAMES  WERE  SLEANEITTROM 
THE  FILES  OF  THE  BIRMINGHAM  OFFICE  ^INCLUDING  OTHERS  FURNISHED  BY 
INFORMERS  UNDERWAY.  THOSEf  IMMEDIATELY  AVAILABLE  HAVE  BEEN  COMPLETE I 
END  PAGE  ONE  9 s >,h 


sjcf:9?s> 

CORPFrTT^-t-rMr  Tuprr  ttpok  LAST~ljOln>----!LGl 

/r 

4 SEP  191963 


/ 


3 


> 


* 


k 


PAGE  TWO 

FOUR.  OVERALL  SITUATION.  TOWN  IS  SETTLING  DOWN.  CALLS  BECOMIl 
WORE  INFREQUENT.  TWO  SHOOTING  INCIDENTS  HAVE  BEEN  REPORTED.  ONE 

REPORTED  IN  MY  TEL  THIS  DATE  INVOLVED  SHOOTING  OF  JIE.GRO  MALE,  AGE 

fit  f-  \lS  _ _ ; 

SIXTEEN,  JDNE  JOHNI^ROBINSON,"'ALLEGEDLY  BY  BIRMINGHAM  POLICE  OFPiChKi, 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  STONING  OF  AUTOMOBILE  CONTAINING  YOUTHFUL  WHITE 


DHICAMC 

i i~>  i • 


iiMAP.ir  rr\  \rvvivv  ^unnTTMft  TMCTnFNT  INVOLVING  ONE 

u * m I v V A—  1 * J.  4 * VArfV  v*’*'  w # * w a ▼ V ^ ^ ’ — — - — - - “ — 


\ 


VIRGH^ARE.  /'^POLICE  DEPARTMENT  HAS  NO  INFORMATION  AT  THIS  TIME 


THAT  HOSPITAL  WHERE  PERSON  SHOULD  HAVE  BEEN  ADMITTED  HAS  NO  RECORD. 
INQUIRIES  CONTINUING.  DEPARTMENTAL  REPRESENTATIVE  JOHN  NOLAN  ADVISED 
BUREAU  WILL  BE  KEPT  ADVISED  OF  PERTINENT  DEVELOPMENTS  BY 
TELEPHONE. 

END  ACK  AND  HOLD  PLS 


1-2  7 AM  OK  Fbl  WA  HFL 
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1 
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»{f  ivn 
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AM  OF  MLSTMAIH 
ATMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

vivi mu... CATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  13  1363  ^ 
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: Mt  Tolson.-^. 

Mr.  Belmont. 
] Mr.  Jiohr„ 


Mr.  Casper 

Mr . Callahan 


Mr.  Conrad 


9-15-63  A- 56 PM  EST  JDW 

^ r iNfr*  *rr\r,>  T?P.  T AMP  QAT  RT  PM  T M AH 

jj x rc.r.v-»  i uaj  Tyi  n 4.^ x-  unw  ^ 


Mr.  Trotter 

Tele.  Room. 


| Miss  Holmes, 
j Miss  Gandy- 

I 


FROM  SAC.  ATLANTA  /157-NEW/ 

C) 

mSUBS.  BOMBING  OF  ^SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM; 
ALABAMA.  SEPTE/iEER  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE.  ,_R«  DftSH  BM. 

Q 5A-S^f^^^m^ANDHf[|mmP^.EAVING 

LATE  THIS  AFTERNOON  IN  TWO  RADIO  CARS,  FBI  FREQUENCY.,  WITH- ONE 
TYPEWRITER.  BIRMINGHAM  REQUESTED  TO  MAKE  RESERVATIONS.  AGENTS  WILL 
ARRIVE  APPROXIMATELY  TEN  PM  CST  THIS  DATE.  EUREAU  AP~  BIRMINGHAM 
WILL  EE  ADVISED  OF  IDENTITY  OF  ATLANTA  STENOGRAPHER  AND  TJ^E  OF 
ARRIVAL  WHO  WILL  REPORT  TO  BIRMINGHAM  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEEN  SIXTY^HR^Jt 

L/U7 

FOR  TEMPORARY  ASSIGNMENT. 


c 


WHEREABOUTS  ATLANTA  BOMB  SUSPECTS  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD 
BEING  ASCERTAINED. 


•i 


- . a 

- i 

‘ ^ -A 


END  AND  ACK  ?LS 

-nri  t i.u  rrt 

WA  A5-59.M-M  UK  j-dj.  wrt  ru- 
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f 3 corn-  pi 
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SEPTEMBER  16,  1963 


PLAIN  TEXT 


t- 
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TELETYPE 


URGENT 


TO 


FROM 


SACs,  ATLANTA 

BIRMINGHAM 

JACKSONVILLE 

KNOXVILLE 

MEMPHIS 

MOBILE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

SAVANNAH 

TAMPA 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

0 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 


BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE.  BM 


00:  BH. 

ALL  OFFICES  SUTEL  TONIGHT  RESULTS  OF  CHECKS  OF  O 


BOMBING  SUSPECTS. 


i a>*’ 


/S '?  - /)  >4 
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IS  SEP  17  1963 
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Belmont  - 

Mohr  

Casper  _ 
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De  Loach 
Evans  — 

Gale 
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Sullivan  . 
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MAIL  ROOM  [ZH  TELETYPE  UNIT 


t_  .i:,-a  SMitAU  Of  WESTIGATKW 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 
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SEP  16  1963 
TELETYPE 
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FlUiKAl  SOffEAU  Of  INVESTIGATION 
U S DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 

SEP  10  1S53  -* 


TION  I 

pJ 


URGENT  9-16-63  6-4S  PM  EDST  RL 

to  sac-s  Atlanta,  Birmingham,  Jacksonville,  Knoxville,  Memphis, 
Mobile,  Mew  Orleans,  Bavannah,  and  -fAMPA 


r'orkM 
at  nu  ri 


ntorr Tad 

j.  rvii.v-  iv/(\ 


/«  CT-  4A^c;y 


4 -O 

A~f 


UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE.  BM. 
00— BH. 

ALL  OFFICES  SUTEL  TONIGHT  RESULTS  OF  CHECKS  OF 
BOMBING  SUSPECTS. 


END  ACK  PLS  IN  0 

KX  ADVISED  SEP.  , 

AT— 5-49  PM  OK  FBI  AT  JDR 
BH— — 4-49  PM  OK  FBI  BH^DLR 
JK— 5-4S  PM  EST  OK  FBI  JK'JLC 
ME—  4-50  PM  OK  FBI  #£  RWB 

MO— 4-47  PM  CST  OK  FBI  fJO  VFP 

_ 

NO— 4-50  PM  CST  OK  FBI  NJD  WFM 


S V 5-50  PM  EST  OK 

TP— 5-50  PM  OK  FBI 
TU  ALL  PLS  DISCM 


FBI  S ft  PNR 
y?  WRR 


\ 


\ 


\ 


*tuth*L  BUREAU  Of  INVESTIGATION 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

(*  ® UNICATIONS  section 
V ) CFP  if,  1HS3 


URGENT  9-16-63  6-34  PM  EDST  RL 

TO  SAC-S  ATLANTA,  BIRMINGHAM,  JACKSONVILLE,  KNOXVILLE,  MEMPHIS, 

MOBILE,  NEW  ORLEANS,  SAVANNAH,  AND  TAMPA 

FROM  DIRECTOR  /157-1025/  l“p 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

BIRMINGHAM.  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE.  BM. 


00—  BK. 

ALL  OFFICES  SUTEL  TONIGHT  RESULTS  OF  CHECKS  OF 
BOMBING  SUSPECTS* 


END  ACK  PLS 

KX  5-34  PM  OK  FBI  ^ CLH 
TU  DISC 
T 
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A^oeral  BUREAU  OF  INYtSTlQMlOh 
JJ  u.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  1 o T9b3  JU 


\ 


9-15-63  4-29  PM  JCM 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 

6? 


SAC,  CHARLOTTE 


WILL  DEPART  CHARLOTT1 


UNSUBS  - BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALAM^  JEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXIYTHREE,-  RAC  IAL  MATTERS, 

BOMBING  MATTERS.  ' f-  qj 

RETELCALL  FROM  MR.  HYDE  OF  BUREAU  TO  SAC,  CHARLOTTE  /THIS/, 

AFTERNOON.  _ 

? 

SAsfl|^B  AND 
VIA  BUCAR  WITH  RADIO  FOR  BIRMINGHAM  APPROXIMATELY  SEVEN  PM  THIS 
EVENING,  SHOULD  ARRIVE  BIRMINGHAM  APPROXIMATELY  NOON  TOMARROW.  STENO 

WILL  DEPART  CHARLOTTE  TWELVE  FIFTEEN  PM  TOMARROW 
VIA  EASTERN  AIRLINES  FLIGHT  SEVEN  NAUGHT  ONE,  WILL  ARRIVE  BIRMINGHAM 
TWO  TWENTYSIX  PM,  CST.  TYPEWRITER  FORm^^^BpriLL  BE  CARRIED 
TO  BIRMINGHAM  BY  ABOVE  AGENTS.  REC-  51/  ^ 7 - 1 0 ~ j j 

2 **  !e  SEP  16  1353 


END 

WA  ' 5- 34PM  OK  FBI  WA  HL 


BH  3-32  PM  OK  FBI  BH  GDM 

^ y y ^ - i * f/i'U'-r/W  ^-( 
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, FlulFAL  ^UKLAu  Of  I i^Vt-STiOA i lOft 
i,  ) U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

* COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  1 0 i3b0 
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Mr.  Conrad 
Mr.  DeLoach 
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Mr.  Tavel 
Mr.  Trotter 
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Miss  Holmes  

Miss  Gandy 


URGENT  9-15-63  6-37  PM  EST  PP 

TCK  DIRECTOR,  FBI  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
ATTENTION.  MR.  HYDE. 

from  sac,  savannah 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM, 
ALABAMA,  -SEPT.  FIFTEEN  INSTANT . BM . 

FOLLOWING  SA-S  DEPARTING  FOR  BIRMINGHAM.... 

FRIDAY  DEPARTING  SAVANNAH  VIA  DELTA  AIRLINES  SEVEN  FIFTY  PM  ^ 

EST  ARRIVING  BIRMINGHAM  NINE  FIFTYSIX  PM  CST.  (J^DEPARTING 
AUGUSTA,  GA.  VIA  DELTA  AIRLINES  SEVEN  TWENTYFIVE  PM r AND  ARRIVING 
NINE  FIFTYSIX  PM  CST.  ^^H|Hft>E PARTED  SAVANNAH' 


O’ 


uta  nRrYHniTNn  BUS  FOUR  PM  ARRIVING  BIRMINGHAM  FOUR  THIRTY.' AM  SEPT. 

....  /<f  7-  /0A.S--  ; ' 

SIXTEEN  NEXT.  131  “ “ / & 

rMn  ■ SEP  16  1SS3 

WA, -7-40  PM^OK  FBI  WA  HL 
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Memorandum 


Mr. 


C.  L.  McGo: 


date:  September  15,  1963 


ToIsoti 
Belmont  - 
Mohr  — — 
Casper  _ 
Callahan 
Conrad  — 
DeLoach 

Evans  

Gale  

Rosen  — 
Sullivan  . 
Tavel  . 


Trotter  

Tete.  Room 

Holmes  

Gandy  


UNSUB ; O 
BOMBING  OF  16TH  STREET 

V Copies  made  by  du 
. review  by  Rowe.  Task^orc^  , 
Date  ' Wjf  ■>) 


BAPTIST-CHURCH,-  - . 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 
SEPTEMBER,  15,  JT963 
BOMB ING  MATTER 


n 


ASAC  Robert  Jensen  advised  at  2:50  p.m.  that  he  was 
receiving  inquiries  from  the  press  and  intended  to  answer  them 
to  the  effect  that  the  FBI  has  entered  this  case  and  a full 


mt_i  ^ J aU 

H1X15  w<t :r>  t;  xtJcti  tsu  wiui 


invesugaiion  is  oeing  conauciea, 

Mr.  Leinbaugh  of  Mr.  DeLoach’s  office  who  indicated  that  this 
press  release  would  be  sufficient  for  press  inquiries  but  any 
formal  press  release  should  be  Issued  from  Bureau  headquarters. 


ASAC  Jensen  made  a request  for  some  35  millimeter 
Tri-X  film.  It  wasarrange^foi^this  f iln^^Jj^Jransported  - 
to  Birmingham  and  SA^^|H^^J^H|HRfrom 

the  Laboratory  who  accompanied  three  DepartmentiT^rttorneys 
to  Birmingham  by  military  iet  transport  which  left  Andrews  Air 
Force  Base  at  6:30  p.m. 


J 


In  addition  to  SA Departmental 
attorneys  Burke  Marshall,  Josep^^Ran  an^domwlolan  flew  to 
Birminghan^o^Jhe  evening  of  9/15/63.  At  5:30  p.m.  Mr,  Belmont 
called  insure  that  personnel  dealing  with  the 

situation  ^^^aware  of  the  instructions  that  we  will  not  furnish 
the  Department  a blow  by  blow  description  of  our  investigation 
into  this  matter.  Any  inquiries  should  be  answered  to  the  effect 
\ that  we  are  conducting  an  investigation.  Mr.  Belmont  also  desired 
that  Birmingham  be  instructed  not  to  be  furnishing  spot  reports 
to  Departmental  personnel.  At  5:35  p.m.  these  instructions  were 
passed  on  to  SAC  Faisst  and  at  6:55  p.m.  to  ASAC  Jensen. 

At  5:35  p.m.  SAC  Faisst  advised  he  had  received  a call 
from  Chief  United  States  Deputy  Marshal  Dan  Mobre  in  Birmingham 
who  in  turn  received  word  from  Chief  Marshal  Jo^n  McShane  that 
Mr.  Katzenbach  desired  United  States  Marshals  to  escort  Negro 

This  is  being  done. 

I-,"’3-—-  /3 


* **  4 


cnnaren  to  school  on  9/16/63. 


RBL:cjs 
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Memorandum  to  Mr.  Rosen 
RE:  UNSUB;  BOMBING  MATTER 


SAC  Faisst  advised  that  the  Chief  of  Police  Jamie  Moore 
had  made  a request  that  150  uniformed  officers  of  the  Alabama 
Highway  Patrol  be  sent  to  the  city  of  Birmingham  to  maintain 
order. 


SAC  Faisst  indicated  that  the  area  of  the  church 
bombing  was  hazardous  in  that  some  of  the  walls  of  the  church 
might  collapse*  A light  tan  Oldsmobile  which  had  been  stopped 
by  the  Birmingham  Police  Department  with  two  white  men  in  it 
have  been  checked  out  by  the  Police  Department  and  the  occupants 
accounted  for  their  activities. 

/ SAC  Faisst  4gas  instructed  to  immediately  start  checking 

\ out  AsaACarter  and  his*Yolunteers  for  Alabama  and.  JTallace.  ~ 

\ SAC  Faisst  was  instructed  to  maintain  close  contact  with  informants 
/and  to  indicate  to  them  the  Bureau  would  pay  a substantial 
/ amount  for  the  immediate  solving  of  this  crime. 

f — ■ 

ASAC  Jensen  was  telephonically  contacted  at  6:55  p.rn. 
to  inform  him  that  the  Air  Force  plane  containing  Bureau 
personnel  and  Departmental  personnel  will  arrive  in  Birmingham 

. j.  /?  * on  rr»4 

at  olhducu  u x m 

ACTION: 


For  information 


40*0—106 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


OtTIONM  FO>M  NO.  10 
MAT  1*41  EDITION 
C(A  GEN  IEO.  MO.  27 

UNITED  STATES  GC_  ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
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UNSUB;  O 
BOMBING  OF  16th  STREET 

BIRMINGHAM^,  ALABAMA^ 
SEPTEMBER  15,  19§3— 
BOMBINGTHTTEH-''^ 


DATE:  9-15-63 


Tolson  

Belmont  

Mohr  

Casper  

Callahan  

Conrad 

DeLoach  

Evans  

Gale  

Rosen  — 

Sullivan  

Tavel  

Trotter  

Tele-  Room  

Holmes  . „ 

Gandy  


I called  Inspector  Moore  In  Blmlnghaai  shortly  after 
9:00  P.  M.  9-15-63  and  reiterated  instructions  that  no  blow- 
by-blow  reports  of  our  investigation  are  to  be  furnished  to 
Departmental  attorneys  on  the  scene  in  Birmingham. 


Mr. 

Chief  Clerk  wi 
requested  that 
be  assigned. 


Moore  made  a request  for  the  assignment  of  a 
rround  on  major  case  handling.  He 

or  his  assistant  from  Charlotte 


I instructed  Inspector  Moore  to  call  SAC  Kissiah 
at  Charlotte  and  make  arrangements. 

Inspector  Moore  will  be  either  at  the  office  or 
at  his  room  in  the  Bankhead  Hotel,  Room  908,  Birmingham, 
Alabama. 


SAC  Faisst,  during  this  call,  advised  that  Agents 
had  heard  shots  and  had  observed  a Negro  male  with  blood  on 
his  shirt.  The  Negro  male  was  taken  from  the  scene  in  a 
police  car.  Indications  are  that  the  Negro  was  dead. 
Birmingham  is  checkin^  into  this  and  will  furnish  details. 


1 - Mr.  Hyde 
RBL:  cjr 
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PLAIN  TEXT 


September  17, 1963 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


TO  SAC  TAMPA 
FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI 


c> 


UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEENTH,  SIXTY  THREE, 


BOMBING  MATTERS,  PAREN  OO  BIRMINGHAM  END  PAREN. 

REURTEL  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEENTH,  SIXTY  THREE. 

WITH  REGARD  TO  INTERVIEWS  OF  FORMER  KLANSMEN  OR  FORMER 
NATIONAL  STATES  RIGHTS  PARTY  MEMBERS  YOU  ARE  ADVISED  THAT 
SUCH  INTERVIEWS  SHOULD  BE  CONDUCTED  WHERE  LOGICAL  EVEN 
THOUGH  ST1CH  INDIVIDUALS  MAY  NOW  BE  CONNECTED  WITH  WHITE 
CITIZENS  COUNCIL#.  THE  INTERVIEWS  SHOULD  BE  CONFINED  TO 
CAPTIONED  BOMBING  MATTER  AND  HANDLED  IN  SUCH  MANNER  AS  NOT 
TO  GIVE  IMPRESSION  WE  ARE  INVESTIGATING  THE  WHITE  CITIZENS 


COUNCIL. 

JCTiers 

o)  r 


3L,  Copies  made  by. 

lor  review  by  Rowg  Teskj^rcs 
Date  /.t/-  77 


T olson 

Belmont  - 
Mohr  „ — 
Casper  _ 
Callahan 
Conrad  _ 
DeLoach 

Evans  

Gale  

Rosen  — 
Sullivan 
Tavel  — 
Trotter  - 


u.  S.  StCTiON 


.19  SEP  17  1963 


Tele.  Room 
Holmes  .. — 
Gandy 


M Ielej-'^e  SuQcr 


September  17,  1963 


A 


plaintext 


teletype 


URGENT 


Ison  _ 
Imont 


sper  _ 
llohon 
■nrcid  _ 
•Loach 
-ans  — 


III  van  — 

vel  

otter  

ile-  Room 
•lines  — 


TO  SACS  ATLANTA 

BIRMINGHAM 
KNOXVILLE 
JACKSONVILLE 
TAMPA 
MEMPHIS 
MOBILE 
NEW  ORLEANS 
SAVANNAH 

FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI  Q 

ONSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  SBm^NTH  STREET  BAPTIST  C HURC H, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA.  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEENTH,  SKTYTHREE, 
BOMBING  MATTERS,  PAREN  00  BIRMINGHAM  END  PAREN. 

REBUTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEENTH,  SIXTY  THREE.  RETEL 
INSTRUCTS  THAT  ALL  OFFICES  SHOULD  SUTEL  DAILY  NUMBER  OF  / 

PERSONS  INTERVIEWED,  PERTINENT  INFORMATION  OBTAINED  AND 
NUMBER  OF  ADDITIONAL  PERSONS  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED.  THIS 
INSTRUCTION  SHOULD  BE  CLOSELY  FOLLOWED  AND  IN  ADDITION  YOU 
SHOULD  SPECIFY  THE  EXACT  NUMBER  OF  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  YOUR 
DIVISIONS  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  ACCOUNTED  FOR  DURING  PERTINENT 
PERIOD  AND  THE  NUMBER  STILL  TO  ^E  ACCOUNTED  FOR. 

==  THIS  INVESTIGATION  IS  TO  REVIVE 

E5lL  LOGICAL  INTERVIEWS  CONDIjj^BD  ^OBTilELAY, 

— jrT-era  , COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION  . , t®  SEP  17 

E=(3)  % - ; SEP).  7 1963  I A/A' 
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yjkin'c  Of  liWtSTIGArjOft 
U.  $.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION/ 
SEP  17  1963  ,J 

TELJEXYBB  I) 
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URGENT  9-17-63  6-08  AM  HFL 

TO  SACS  ATLANTA,  BIRMINGHAM,  KNOXVILLE,  JACKSONVILLE,  TAMPA,  MEMPHIS, 
MOBILE,  NEW  ORLEANS,  SAVANNAH 
FROM  DIRECTOR  1 P 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEENTH,  SIXTYTHREE, 

BOMBING  MATTERS,  PAREN  00  BIRMINGHAM  END  PAREN* 

REBUTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEENTH,  SIXTY  THREE*  RETEL 

/ 

INSTRUCTS  THAT  ALL  OFFICES  SHOULD  SUTEL  DAILY  NUMBER  OF 


Tir*  n r*  mi 


t ki Tmirr  rurn 

JL  IN  iLAV4.iLWtW| 


r>T?r>  TT  M T7MT 
r xn  ixn  tn  i 


TtvirnOMATT  AM 

i.lU  W Jl  l JO  A «!»  WH 


AOTATNirn  AMTi 
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NUMBER  OF  ADDITIONAL  PERSONS  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED*  THIS 
INSTRUCTION  SHOULD  BE  CLOSELY  FOLLOWED  AND  IN  ADDITION  YOU 
SHOULD  SPECIFY  THE  EXACT  NUMBER  OF  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  YOUR 
DIVISIONS  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  ACCOUNTED  FOR  DURING  PERTINENT 
PERIOD  AND  THE  NUMBER  STILL  TO  BE  ACCOUNTED  FOR* 

THIS  INVESTIGATION  IS  TO  RECEIVE  PREFERRED  ATTENTION  AND 


ALL  LOGICAL  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  WITHOUT  DELAY* 
BJD  ACK  PLS 

ME  4-10  AM  CST  OK  FBI  ME  HAE 

MO  4-10  AM  CST  OK  FBI  MO  LPB 

* 

NO  4-11  AN  CST  OK  FBI  NO  WW 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT. 


DATE 


L.  Me  Go 


September  15,  1963 

TCo":cs  made  by 
for  revie.v  by  Rowe?  Task  Force' 
•^1? 


Tolson  _ 
BeJmoet  . 

Mohr  

Casper  — 
Callahan 
Conrad 
DeLoach 
Evans  — 

Gale  . 

Rosen  

Sullivan  . 
Tavel  — 


Trotter  

Tele*  Room 

Holmes  

Gandy  — , — 


uate 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECT 

BOUBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA  

^BEPTEMBEfiiL57 1963 
BOUBING  MATTERS 


At  12:40  P.M.,  Eastern  Daylight  Savings  Tine,  Special 
Agent  in  Charge  Rayond  Faisst  of  thg__Blmlng ham  Office 
telephonically  advised  Extra  Duty 

Supervisor,  that  the  Sixteent^streetBapxisx  Church,  Sixteenth 
Street  and  Sixth  Avenue,  South,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  was  bombed 
at  10:25  A.M. , Central  Standard  Time.  The  rear  end  of  the  church^ 
was  badly  damaged  and  several  persons  injured.  Faisst  stated  he 
was  on  the  way  to  the  scene  of  the  bombing  with  Agents  of  the. 
Birmingham  Office. 


I 

r 


At  1:45  P.M.,  Eastern  Daylight  Savings  Time,  Assistant 
Special  Agent  in  Charge  Robert  Jensen,  Birmingham,  advised  the  ^ 

SAC  and  Agents  of  the  Birmingham  Office  were  at  the  scene  of  the 
bombing  conducting  investigation.  They  had  determined  from  Fire 
Marshal  Rosenfeld  that  he  estimated  ten  sticks  of  40  per  cent 
dynamite  had  been  dropped  on  the  road  surface  near  the  church  and 
ignited  with  a fuse— type  igniter.  He  stated  damage  to  the  church 
was  extensive,  probably  as  much  as  $20,000  to  $30,000.  Investigation 
is  being  coordinated  with  the  Birmingham  Police  Department  and 
Lieutenant  House  of  the  Birmingham  Police  Department  J'1 

hospital  attempting  to  identify  the  dead  and  injured. 


Ab  H V bUV 


Jensen  advised  it  had  Just  been  reported  to  him  that 
a Negro  woman  had  observed  the  bombing  of  the  church  and  described  t 
the  car  as  a 1957  or  1958  blue  (y  J 

sh^^urnished  was  regls 

Birmingham,  for  a I FCTBTJnaiT^xnsCKing 

^^^^hat  angle.  * 


ACTION 


fitu*  00 


Appropriate  Bureau  officials  and  Mr.  Lou  JCaude  j ,^qJ| $ the 
Civil  Rights  Division  of  the  Departmen1'  & 


* He  called  back  at  2:30  P.M.  an 
eliminated  as  a suspect. 
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Efr.  Tolson 

ij  Hr,  Belmont. 
U Mr*  Mohr 


ftDERAL  BUREAU  OF  iNVESTIGATIQfl 
U.  1 DEPARTMENT  0£  iUSTfCI 
COMMUNICATIONS  SECMt 
SEP  1'6  1963 


S l!4if  , 

jj  Mr.  Callahan — 

^ X-iX.  Conrad. 


URGENT  9-1 $-C3  9-29  PM  CST  HEP 
T<y  DIRECTOR 


>009'^  y.0 


FROM  SAC  BIRMINGHAM  /I 57- 352/  2P 

/O  - »e 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREErBAPTI  ST  CHURCH,  SEPTEMBER 


l«i  -t  » 


. • klMtV  jl 


FIFTEEN  LAST,  BlKrUNbttHn,  ALA*,  BN. 

DAILY  SUMMARY* 

ONE.  CRIME  SCENE  SEARCH.  SYSTEMATIC  CRIME  SCENE  SEARCH 
OF  AREA  OUTSIDE  CHURCH  AND  MINUTE  SEARCH  OF  IMMEDIATE  BOMB  AREA 
CONDUCTED  BY  LABORATORY  AGEENTS,  ACCOMPANIED  BY  TEAM  OF  BIRMINGHAM 
AND  AGENTS  ON  SPECIAL.  NO  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE,  SUCH  AS  SAFETY  FUSE, 
BLASTING  CAPS,  WIRE,  FRAGMENTS  OF  A TIMING  DEVICE,  CONTAINERS,  OR 
OTHER  BOMB  ACCESSORIES  FOUND.  DEBRIS  BEING  EXAMINED  FOR  MATERIAL 


i 

c 


CLOSEST  TO  POINT  OF  EXPLOSION  FOR  SUBSEQUENT  LAB  EXAMINATION  FOR 

fS'/z/tt&H 

V « SEP  18  7963 

TWO.  NEIGHBORHOOD.  SIXTYFIVE  RESIDENTS  VICINITY  OF  CHURCH 


EXPLOSIVES  RESIDUE. 


r Y in*i 


INTERVIEWED.  ALL  WERE  IN  AREA  AND  HEARD  BLAST.  NONE  ABLE  TO 
FURNISH  INFO  RE  UNUSUAL  INCIDENTS  OR  PERSONS  OBSERVED  WHO  COULD  BE 
CONSIDERED  SUSPECTS  AND  DID  NOT  NOTICE  ANYTHING  OUT  OF  THE  ORDINARY 


li  . 

)L  >c*\  1 

7.  P.M* 


/ ' 
{,  /^er-Wv-V. 


s 


0 
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PAGE  TWO. 

JUST  PRIOR  TO  OR  AFTER  BLAST. 

THREE.  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  BIRMINGHAM  DIVISION  ACCOUNTED  FOR. 

OF  THE  OTHER  KKK  MEMBERS  INTERVIEWED  THIS  DATE  TWO  INDICATED  A 
DESIRE  TO  FURNISH  INFO.  ONE  STATING  HE  HAD  A LIST  OF  BLACK  MUSLIMS 

W 

HE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  FURNISH  AS  SUSPECTS.  THE  OTHER  STATED  HE  KNEW  THE 
IDENTITY  OF  A KLAN  MEMBER  WHO  ALLEGEDLY  HAS  A CASE  OF  DYNAMITE  AND 
WILL  ATTEMPT  TO  SECURE  A STICK  FOR  AGENTS. 

FOUR,  CARS  VICINITY  OF  CHURCH.  OWNERS  OF  ALL  CARS  TO  DATE 
KNOWN  TO  BE  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  THE  CHURCH  AT  THE  TIKE  OF  THE  BLAST 


INTERVIEWED  TO  NO  AVAIL. 

FIVE.  ALL  ANONYMOUS  TELEPHONE  CALLS  AND  EXPEDITE  LEADS 
FURNISHED  BY  PHONE  TO  FBI  AND  BIRMINGHAM  PD  TO  DATE  HAVE  BEEN 
INVESTIGATED,  CHECKED  OUT  AND  ELIMINATED. 

SIX.  FUTURE  INVESTIGATION,  WE  NOW  HAVE  SEVERAL  PROJECTS 
UNDERWAY  IN  ADDITION  TO  COVERING  LEADS  AS  THEY  DEVELOP.  TO  WIT, 
GARBAGE  COLLECTORS,  MAIL  TRUCKS,  TRANSPORTATION  FACILITIES, 
POSSIBLE  SOURCES  OF  DYNAMITE,  STOLEN  AUTOMOBILES  WITH  POSSIBLE 


rnwHrrTTftM.  AtmTTTONAI  ITT  AN  MrMRPRS  ANTI  MFMRFRS  OF  OTHFR  HATF  GROUPS. 

V Willi  V A A WIY  j dh  ■ * • W I *■  mmm  • * ▼ • * m m mr  v m ▼ ■ - - - - * — - * — » * — J 


ADDITIONAL  MEMBERS  OF  CHURCH  CONGREGATION,  AND  TRADES  PEOPLE  WHO  MAY 
HAVE  HA^  EMPLOYEES  IN  THE  AREA  AT  THE  PTERTINENT  .TIME. 

i i tj  m ’ n~i  i p ^ 1 3?  > \ 


ACK  AND  HOLD  PLS 
11 -36  PM  OK  FBI  VA  HFL 
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T u.  s,  department  of  JUSTICE 

■'COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  1 5 1963 

TELETYPE 


4 


i 


9-15-63 


DIRECTOR,  FBI 


7-36 


PM  CST 


BS 


SAC-  BIRMINGHAM)  15  7-352  2P 

, -a 

UNSUB  - BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 


Hr*  Tolscj 


JSz.  Eelmoaf: 
Iir*  Mohr. 
Hr,  Crsp*r. 


, lar.  Callcha 
U Hx,  Conrad 


ij  'rr.  TsveH 


Air.  Trotter^ 


i-  Te?s-  F.ccsn 

• Miss  Holmes, 
i Hies 


0 


t 


* 
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BUREAU  WILL  BE  ADVISED  OF  ANY  FURTHER  INFORMATION  RECEIVED 
AEOUT  THIS  MATTER. 

END  ACK  PLS 

9-42  PM  OK  FBI  WA  NH 
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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JusnCE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 

SEP  16  19ft/ 
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S£r.  Tolscs 

: L£r.  Belmont 
, I£r.  llohr 


-fr\c' 


ti 
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Mr.  Casper 

. Mr.  Callah&n 

i _ 

Mr.  Conrad 

Mr,  DeJ/rstfi 

ES/.  E ' 
r.  Gl 
Hr.  m 

Mr.  ku.li?aiL 
Mr.  Tavel 
Mr*  Trotter. 


Te^e.  Hoorn 

Kiss  Kolmert — 

ILizb 


URGEN' 


9-16-63 


6-40  PM  EST  CLH 


TO /DI RECTOR,  FBI  157-10  25  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
tOM  SAC,  KNOXVILLE  157-1  SR  2P 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OP^SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALA BAMA, L SCTTEJBER BOMBING 
MATTERS,  00  BIRMINGHAM. 

RE  BH  TEL  SEPT.  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE. 

TWO  OF  KNOXVILLE-S  THREE  BOMB  SUSPECTS .LOCATED  AND 
ACTIVITIES  AT  CHATTANOOGA  VERIFIED  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD 
BOMBING  INSTANT  CASE.  THIRD  BOMB  SUSPECT  REPORTED  BY  HIS 
RELATIVES  TO  HAVE  BEEN  IN  CHATTANOOGA  SATURDAY  AFTERNOON 
AND  NIGHT  SEPT.  FOURTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE  AND  MORNING  SEPT. 


/ 

P 

t 


n.  n Mr.  ra>  ■ ^ m*  »*tM  t n 

JltlJLJLN  51A  I X inttILt  ♦ 


nn  iTt  irr*#*  nrnnftTm  TUTff  C 1 IC  Drr  T 
nLLHll  nc.rviWMi  I u iiji  v.j  i * 

EX-114  ' RB>^ 


PURCHASE  CAR  LEAVING  HIS  CHATTANOOGA  RESIDENCE  WITH 


UNKNOWN  INDIVIDUAL  ABOUT  TWELVE  FIFTY  PM,  EST,  SEPT. 

. * . i l ’ 


3 SEP  18  1963 

FIFTEEN,  SIXTY  THREE.  NEIGHBORS  DID  NOT  SEE  THIS  SUSPECX— . _ 


END  PAGE  ONE 
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PAGE  TWO 

SUNDAY  SEPT*  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE  BUT  DID  SEE  TWO  MEN  LEAVE 
SUSPECT-S  RESIDENCE  IN  CAR  ABOUT  TWELVE  FIFTY  PM,  EST, 

ONE  OF  WHOM  COULD  HAVE  BEEN  SUSPECT  AS  REPORTED  BY  HIS 


fm  V t II*  ♦ * l?4i 


FAMILY#  1NVES TH*ATJ.UN  10  VtKlH  IrtlKU  SUSKXA- lb  HUilviiAib 


DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD  CONTINUING  BUT  MAY  NOT  BE  RESOLVED 
UNTIL  HIS  RETURN  CHATTANOOGA  SOME  TIME  DURING  NEXT  TWO  OR 
THREE  DAYS.  SUSPECT-S  WHEREABOUTS  AND  CONTACTS  IN  DETROIT 
REPORTEDLY  UNKNOWN  TO  HIS  WIFE  AND  OTHERS  IN  CHATTANOOGA. 

BIRMINGHAM  WILL  BE  IMMEDIATELY  ADVISED  WHEN  THIS  MATTER 


RESOLVED. 


'IN  ADDITION,  FOURTEEN  OTHER  KLAN 
MEMBERS  INTERVIEWED  AND  NO  PERTINENT  INFO  OBTAINED.  APPROXIMATELY 
ONE  HUNDRED  ELEVEN  INDIVIDUALS  REMAIN  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED 
KX  DIVISION. 

END  AC  PLS 

WA  7-45  PM  OK  FBI  WA  NH 
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U\j£Ml  BJRtAU  OF  INVEST ItiATlOll 
0.  5.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

‘ . ' COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION / 

SEP  16  1963  My 
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URGENT  9-16  -63  5-55  PM  CST 

TO  DOCTOR,  FBI  / 157- 102  5/  AND  SAC  .BIRMINGHAM 
OM  SAC  f MOBILE  /I 57-^46/  2 P 


Hr.  Tolso 
[ Hr*  Belmont 

Hr.  Mohr 

Hr*  Casper... 

Mr.  Callahan 
Mr.  ConrzC 
Mr.  Del*  £&ch 
Vtr.  E 
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Mr.  ! var,. 

Mr. 

Mr.  Trotter 

| Tele,  Rocsj 

| Miss  Holmes 

| Miaa  Gasi  ’ 
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UNSUBS,  BOMBING  prslXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM, 


ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE.  BM. 


i . i . i 1 1 in  f- 


r 

. V 


RE  BIRMINGHAM  AND  BUREAU  TELETYPES  SEPT.  FIFTEEN  INSTANT. 

-p  * to 

WT 

OF  FIFTEEN  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  THE  MOBILE  DIVISION*  THIRTEEN 
HAVE  BEEN  CHECKED  OUT  AND  ELIMINATED.  WHEREABOUTS  OF  OTHER  TWO 
HAVE  NOT  BEEN  DETERMINED  AS  YET  AND  BOTH  WILL  BE  INTERVIEWED 
PURSUANT  TO  BUTEL  OF  SEPT.  FIFTEEN. 

TODAY  MOBILE  INTERVIEWED  A TOTAL  OF  SEVENTEEN  PERSONS  WHO 
ARE  EITHER  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  OR  MEMBER  OF  KLAN  OR  HATE  GROUP. 


I 


NO  PERTINENT  INFO  WAS  OBTAINED  DURING  INTERVIEWS.  FORTYONE 


SUCH  INTERVIEWS  REMAIN  '^5. 


n 1 1 r*  1 1 AT  Tii  t r»Tvt  T irr  DPDAAMa  T A3  TUT(?  rATrrrtOV 
nUDIt.IL  nftb  1U1HL  lif  inxiuirxvc,  rtfiawo  w in^o  vn  itgufw 

IN  THE  MONTGOMERY  AREA  AND  EIGHT  IN  MOBILE  AREA  WHOSE  NAMES 
COULD  BE  CHECKED  AGAINST  AIRLINE  RECORDS  FOR  FLIGHTS  FROM  MOBILE 
AND  MONTGOMERY  TO  BIRMINGHAM  AND  RETURN  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD. 


ENp  PAGE  ONE 


• • • 


JT-n1' 1 
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PAGE  TWO  

reservation  and  passenger  records  for  eastern  airlines  are 

MAINTAINED  IN  ATLANTA  AND  FOR  NATIONAL  AIRLINES  ARE  MAINTAINED  IN 
NEW  ORLEANS.  IF  BIRMINGHAM  CONSIDERS  THIS  LEAD  ADVISABLE,  MOBILE 
SHOULD  BE  NOTIFIED  AND  THESE  NAMES  WILL  BE  FURNISHED  ATLANTA  AND 
NEW  ORLEANS  FOR  CHECKING  THESE  AIRLINE  RECORDS.  MOBILE  WILL 
CHECK  THE  EIGHT  NAMES  AT  MOBILE  AGAINST  RESERVATION  AND  PASSENGER 
RECORDS  OF  SOUTHERN  AIRTLINES  AND  UNITED  AIRLINES  MAINTAINED  AT 
MOBILE. 

AS  SUGGESTED  IN  PHONE  CALL  TO  BIRMINGHAM  TODAY,  BIRMINGHAM 
SHOULD  CHECK  ALL  CAR  RENTAL  AGENCIES  AT  AIRPORT  IN  BIRMINGHj%J 
COVERING  PERTINENT  PERIOD. 

END  AND  ACK  PLS 

1.9  A.  n A 4 n U A 1/  rn  T T.TJk  A ^ 

w « o~\Ji  rn  vj\  ro i wa  va 

BH  6-02  PM  CST  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
TU  CLEAR  MSECCOMWGALDDJM 


l 


A 1 


p i*- 

l'" 


Kti- 


: 


n 


U.  S.  CL  PARI  ML  NT  OF  JUSTJCt 

COMKUIilCATIONS  SECTION 

SEP  IS  «3b: 


) 


' *rj  P" 

. .■  WT... 

/ *ri  jv;  - 

• KrJc.-2.i-- 

i Kr/c&rj. 

Mr.  C-:- 

Mr. 


/ 


URGENT  9-15-63  6-190.  EM 

TO  DIRECTOR,  FBI  /1 5 7- 1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 

FROM  SAC,  MEMPHIS  / 15 7“ 3W  2P 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OFSIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

BIRMINGHAM,  “ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST,  BOMBING  MATTERS. 

- — ~ — ■— 

00  BIRMINGHAM. 

RE  TELS  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  BUREAU  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN 
LAST  AND  MEMPHIS  TEL  TO  BUREAU  AND  BIRMINGHAM  SEPTEMBER 
SIXTEEN  LAST. 

ON  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST  AT  TWO  FORTY  PM 

“ fAS  OBSERVED  BY 


AN  SA  OF  THE  FBI  MOWING  FRONT  LAWN.  CONDITION  OF  LAWN  AND 
[INDICATED  THAT  HE  HA^J^^ARENTLY  BEEN  AT  WORK  FOR  . 


APPROXIMATELY  TWO  HOURS  AT  THAT  TIME. 

AT  THREE  FIFTEEN  PM,  SAME  DATE,  SA  OBSERVED 


4 £7 


22 


AUTOMOBILE  PARKED  AT  , 

HIS  RESIDENCE.  At^B^OT  IN  SIGHT  AT  THAT  TIME 
AND  SPOT  SURVEILLANCE  INSTITUTED.  AT  FOUR  TEN  PM1 
OBSERVED  COMING  FROM  RESIDENCE  AND  GOING  TO  TRASHCAN.  3 IS  1963 


SURVEILLANCE  DISCONTINUED. 


\ 


f 


3 


* 


r 


i 

'i 


PAGE  TWO 


NOT  IN  BIRMINGHAM  AT  TIME  OF  BOMBING. 

AS  POINTED  OUT  IN  REFERENCED  MEMPHIS  TEL  TO  BUREAU  AND 
BIRMINGHAM  TWO  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  MEMPHIS  WERE  DETERMINED 
TO  HAVE  BEEN  IN  MEMPHIS  ON  THE  MORNING  OF  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN 
LAST. 

END  ACK  PLS 

WA  CLVRRECTION  TIME  SHOULD  BE  6-19  PM 
WA  8-25  PM  OK  FBI  WA  NH 
BH  6-24  PM  CST  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
TU  DISC 

0 

?CL  I : :s*.  U:,r 

* A 


tllf.t 


■ 

\ 

h 


I 


f 


u 


IlulML  BiiKtAi*  ‘J.  - ^vtSTlliATlUfl 
U,  S.  DEPMUMENJ  Or  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 

SEP  16  1963  At  . 
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| Kr-  Belmont. 

Mr*  Mohr 

Mr*  Casper — 
Mr.  Callahan. 
Mrv  Conrad— 
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URGENT 


5-16-63 


2 6-25  PM  EST  JLC 


TO  DlflfCTOR,  FBI  / 15 7- 10 25/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 

ynm  sac,  Jacksonville  /a£7-5sv  ip 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  of^SlXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCHr 

S,  | , , 1 1 m 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE.  BM. 
00  BIRMINGHAM.  ' 


’ < « 
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RE  BUTELS  NINE  FIFTEEN,  LAST,  AND  NINE  SIX  TEEN, -INSTANT. 

> ‘ r-*  : 1 

I * 

INTENSIFIED  INTERVIEW  PROGRAM  OONDJrTFD  TODAY  TWROIrOHOnT 


i 

/* 

Ls 


i - 


c^J> 


JACKSONVILLE  DIVISION  RESULTED  IN  LOCATION  AND  INTERVIEW"OF 


FORTY  FOUR  MEMBERS  OF  U.S.  KLANS  KKKK,  INC.,  UNITED  FLORIDA 


KKK  OR  ANP.  INTERVIEWS  ALL  UNPRODUCTIVE  TO  DATE  ALTHOUGH  SEVERAL 
MEMBERS  INCLUDING ' 


tfJS'-J 


FFORTS  CONTINUING  TO/L&CATE^ANty 
INTERVIEW  REMAINING  KNOWN  MEMBERS  WHICH  APPROXIMATES  FORTY  FIltE. 
END  AND  ACK  PLS  _ SEP  16 1963 
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Ur.  Tolson 

[ Ur*  Belmont. 

I Mr.  Mohr — 

Mr.  Casper.... 

Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Conrad 
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T 9-16-63  9-40  PM  CST  HEP 
DIRECTOR 

PROM  SAC  BIRMINGHAM  /I 57*352/  IP 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  orSIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPH STjCHURCH , 
BIRMINGHAM,  A L ABAMA,  ^EPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE . BM. 

ALL  OF  BIRMINGHAM/S  BOMBING  SUSPECTSACCOUNTED  FOR 
DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD  OF  INSTANT  BOMBING. 

END 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


Ph 

r i\um 


SUBJECT: 


UNSUB;  O 
BOMBING  OF  16th  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 
BOMBING  MATTER 


DATE: 


September  15, 


Toison  _ 
Belmont 

Mohr  

Casper  _ 
Callahan 


Conrad  . — 

DeLoach  

Evans  

Gale  

Rosen  — 

Sullivan  ______ 

Tavel  

Trotter 

Tele.  Room  


1963 


Deputy  Attorney  General  Katzenbach  called  me  shortly 
before  8:00  p.m.,  9-15-63,  and  expressed  his  interest  in  instant 
bombing.  I assured  hia  that  the  Bureau  considered  this  a most 
heinous  offense  and  that  we  had  entered  the  investigation  with 
no  holds  barred. 


Mr.  Katzenbach  Indicated  that  he  had  talked  to  Negro 
leaders  at  Birmingham  including  Reverend  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr . , 
and  his  brother  Reverend  A.  D.  W.  King  and  urged  them  to  see  to 
it  that  anyone  with  information  should  come  forward  with  the 
information  to  the  FBI. 


Mr.  Katzenbach  was  pleased  with  the  information  that 
we  had  gone  all  out  on  this  investigation. 

1 - Mr.  Mohr 
1 - Mr.  De Loach 
1 - Mr.  Evans 
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( Memorandum 
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TO 


FROM  : A.  Ros 


subject:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

T^TTTiH  /TTum  TT  A TUT  AT  AT)  Alf  A A /l  ff  /^O 

JDi  ruVlilN  OXXA1V1,  /XJLAOAiyiiVj  »/  A 9/00 

RACIAL  MATTERS 


date:  September  16,  1963 
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JeLoach 

#*Evans  

Gale  

Rosen  

Sulhvan  , 
Tcivel  


Trotter  

Tele,  Room 
Holmes 
Gandy  _ 
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SAC  Roy  Moore  called  from  Birmingham  to  advise  me.  that 
they  have  initiated  a detailed  examination  of  the  crime  scene  area. 
They  have  also  instituted  a methodical  square-by-square  interview 
of  the  entire  neighborhood  so  that  they  might  possibly  develop  - . 

inform  at!  nn  aj5  tn  snsnent  p.ars  nr  inHHfints  in  the  area  nrinr  tn  trie 


< * i 


bombing  or  subsequent  thereto.  They  are  making  particular  effort 
to  immediately  give  any  interviews  of  special  interest  immediate^ 

' preferred  attention.  So  far,  nothing  has  been  developed  of  interest. 

< They  have  many  nebulous  leads  which  they  are  running  out. 

% 

Moore  stated  that,  in  addition  to  the  interviews  being 
fconducted,  the  crime  scene  search  so  far  discloses  that  apparently 
the  explosive  was  placed  on  the  Sixteenth  Street  side  of  the  church 
at  the  entrance  of  the  church  which  goes  into  the  lounge  area.  This 
area  apparently  was  utilized  by  the  children  who  were  getting 
prepared  for  choir  practice.  A three-foot  crater  appeared  at  the  side 
‘‘of  the  church,  indicating  that  the  explosive  used  obviously  was  quite 
violent. 

<--5  Moore  stated  that  he  wanted  to  let  us  know  that  this  was 

the'situation  as  of  now  and  they  were  going  fuU  steam  ahead  with 
the  investigation.  He  said  he  would  keep  us  informed  of  any  matters 
of  interest. 
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1 - Mr.  Mohr 
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1 - Mr.  DeLoach 
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1 - Mr.  Evans 
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1 - Mr.  Conrad 
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TO  SAC  BIRMINGHAM 


IF  NEXT  RADIO  CONTACT  MISSED, 
SEND  BY  PLAIN  TEkT  TELETYPE, 
DEFERRED. 


FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI  (157-1025) 

o 

UNSUBS;  BOMBING, -OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 


BIRMINGHAMTJIIABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  BIXXYTHREE , BOMBING 
MATTERS. 

RE  UR  TEL  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEEN  AND  BUT  EL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN 
CONTAINING  DETAILED  INSTRUCTIONS.  REBUTELCALL  THIS  DATE. 

IN  VIEW  OF  LACK  OF  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE  SUCH  AS  SAFETY  FUSE, 
BLASTING  CAPS,  WIRE  FRAGMENTS  OR  TIMING  DEVICE,  ETC. , POSSIBILIT 
EXISTS  BOMB  WAS  PLACED  AT  SUBJECT  CHURCH  PRIOR  TO  TIME  OF 
EXPLOSION.  INQUIRIES  CONCERNING  PERSONS  WHO  MAY  HAVE  PASSED  BY 
CHURCH  SHOULD  BE  BROADENED  TO  ALL  THOSE  PERSONS  NORMALLY 

PASSING  BY  CHURCH  DURING  HOURS  OF  DARKNESS.  CONTINUE  TWENTYFO 

«5v  ii  / C *7 / /)  z ) Cl  _ T f7 

O'  Ktb  » ! /~  i l 

HOUR  SURVEILLANCE  OF  CHURCH  SO  LICENSE  PLATE  NUMBERS  OF'1 

VEHICLES  MAY  BE  OBTAINED  AOT>  RfTERVJBWS  C0NDUCJEp:ipURR^3 
DAYLIGHT  HOURS.  PERPETRATORS  ot  BOMBING  MAY  USE-COVER  OF— 

Totaon IV 


Belmont 
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Sullivan  - 

Tavel 


-DARKNESS  TO  REVISIT  SCEN&  T&m  CRIME.  BE  ALERT  FOR  ANY 


, ~ j . t.'*  rtrfcHt  '.-f  c-  . 

RBL-:cac  /NOTE:  SAC  Moore  at  Birmingham^ was  telephinically  ^ . .iCt 
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advised  this  morning  by  SA' 
re  covering  of  funeral  s^rvf 
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RADIOGRAM  TO  SAC  BIRMINGHAM 
RE:  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH 
STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


SUSPICIOUS  PERSONS  ATTENDING  FUNERALS  OF  VICTIMS  Of  , 

* ’ ■ if.  " ...  - ;(•  .*  V4  V ■ ^ ’“'V.-S  ■ ■'  .-  ' 

BOMBING.  v ■.->  : 


tMp' 


CONSIDERATION  SHOULD  BE  GIVEN  TO  ESTABLISHING 


EXTREMELY  DISCREET  OBSERVATION  OF  CHURCH  SERVICES  AND 
BURIALS  FOR  SUCH  PURPOSE.  NO  INTERVIEWS  ARE  TO  BE  CONDUCTED 
IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  THE  CHURCH  SERVICES  OR  BURIALS.  OBTAIN 
LICENSE  PLATE  NUMBERS  OF  ANY  SUSPICIOUS  PERSONS  AND  CONDUCT 
INTERVIEWS  AWAY  FROM  SERVICES  AND  BURIALS. 
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BOMBING  OF  (~T6TH  .STRm^AEIISJJGHPRCH. 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  9/15/63 
'BOMBING  MATTERS 


\ ✓ 

V 


Tele.  Room 

Holmes  

Gandy  


At  approximately  10:19  a.m.,  Central  Standard  Time  (CST),  9/] 
the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  located  at  16th  Street  and  6th 
.Avenue,  North,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  was  bombed.  This  is  a large 
(Negro  church  in  which  many  pro- integration  demonstrations  have  been 
jheld  during  the  past  year^  - xi 


n 

II 


The  following  individuals  are  reported  to  have  died  in  the 
bombing:  Carol  Robertson,  aged  14;  Addie  Collins,  aged  14;  Denise/' A 

UnVa  4 f*  armrl  1ft  « n rmfU^A  1 A **11  T-  / 1 

MWiiMAA  I Cfgvu  *K|  VJTU  IT^DACjr  f a&CU  BAA  U AUU1BACD  | All  l f]  / 

addition,  16  other  persons  were  injured,  consisting  of  9 Negro  malesi(f 
5 Negro  females  and  2 white  females.  / J 

The  rear  end  of  the  church  was  badly  damaged.  A fire 
marshal  in  Birmingham  estimated  that  10  sticks  of  dynamite  had  been 
dropped  on  the  road  surface  near  the  church  and  ignited  with  a fuse- 
type  igniter.  He  estimated  the  damage  to  the  church  would  run  as 
high  as  $20,000  to  $30,000. 


A full  Investigation  was  immediately  instituted  by^pur j» 
Birmingham  Office  and  SAC  Raymond  L.  Faisst  promptly  proceedjia  t<£_’ 
the  scepe  to  take  charge  pf  our  investigation  and  to  coordinate 
activities  with  the  Birmingham  Police  Department  (PD). 


U: 


V2  . Deputy  Attorney  General  Katzenbach,  who  called  Mr .Cl-£ vaifil 
on  9/15/63  concerning  the  bombing,  was  advised  that  we  had  initialed 
an  JLmmediate  investigation  into  the  matter  and  that  a Bureairo 
Inspector  and  a special  squad  of  Agents  had  been  sent  into  Birmingham. 

*"*■'  Ten  Special  Agents,  two  stenographers  and  five  Bureau 
ars  were  Immediately  dispatched  to  the  Birmingham  Office  from  other 
ffices  on  special  assignment.  In  addition,  SAC  Roy  Moore  of  the 
little  Rock  Office  wk!e  - sent  in jt op head  up  the  investigation. 

1 - Mr.  Mohr  cK  ^ / 5 
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1 - Mr.  De Loach  / 

1 - Mr.  Evans 
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Memorandum  for  Hr • Belmont 

BE:  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  16TH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


, rmTTTxBf 


/ 1 Assistant  Attorney 


, Special  Agents! 

departed  at  6:30  p.a,,  9/15/63  via 

sport  from  Andrews  Air  Force  Base  for  Birmingham. 

iall  and  Departmental  Attprj 

■Tahn  Wftlan 


C Faisst  and  ASAC  Robert  JApsen  were  telephonicall 
advised  that  no  blow -bv -blow  reports  of  our  investigation  are  to 

ished  to  Departmental  Attorneys  on  the  scene  and  if  any  proDiems 
epcountened in  this  regard  ^Eev  are  to  commuiicate  with  the  Bureau 


/ 


furnished 
are 


r\ 

Lam  Office  and 


. Instructions  were  issued  to  the  JsxrmL™-. — 

\ eight  neighboring  offices  to  immediately  initiat^Jinterviews  of  all 
known  Klansmen  and  hate  group  members,  particularly  members  of  the 
National  States  Rights  Party  (NSRP),  and  to  establish  the  whereabouts 
of  all  bombing  suspects  during  the  pertinent  period  and  to  conduct 
appropriate  interviews  of  them.  The  offices  were  instructed  to  at 
first  single  out  Klan  members  and  hate  group  members  who  would  most 
logically  deplore  instant  bombing  and  who  would  be  likely  to  furnish 

4nfAwma4>^n  n/\ee4Mo  o cci  c+Onrft _ Thft  n.  rtf  f 1 ntprvl#>winC“ 
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lesser  persons  in  Klan  and  hate  groups  is  being  utilized  in  view  of 
the  heinous  nature  of  the  crime  and  the  possibility  that  such 
individuals  would  not  condone  such  a crime.  The  normal  procedures 
of  Interviewing  key  individuals  in  these  organizations  are,  of 
course,  also  being  followed. 


The  Birmingham  Office  has  completed  interviews  with  persons 
who  reported  they  had  information  of  possible  value  and  are  proceeding 
with  interviews  of  possible  witnesses  who  were  in  the  area  at  the 
time  of  the  explosion.  No  information  of  value  has  yet  been 
developed  concerning  the  identities  of  the  individuals  responsible 
for  the  crime.  Two  automobiles,  which  were  reported  as  possibly 
being  involved,  have  been  checked  out  and  no  pertinent  information 
developed. 


A preliminary  examination  of  the  crime  scene  by  the  two 
representatives  from  the  FBI  Laboratory  confirmed  the  opinion  of  the 
local  fire  marshal  that  a high  order  explosive,  possibly  dynamite, 
was  used  in  the  bombing.  A detailed  foot-by-foot  crime  scene 
search  will  be  conducted  on  the  morning  of  9/16/63  during  the 
daylight  hours. 
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Memorandum  for  Mr.  Belmont 

RE;  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  16TH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Dynamite  sources  are  being  checked  out  for  possible 
leads  and  inquiries  are  also  being  made  as  to  any  recent  thefts  of 
dynamite  in  the  Alabama  area.  Detailed  neighborhood  investigations 
have  been  initiated  including  inquiry  at  service  stations,  hotels, 
motels,  restaurants,  taxicab  companies  and  similar  places  to  obtain 
information  regarding  any  suspicious  persons  who  may  have  been  in  «s. 
the  area  at  the  pertinent  time.  Our  informants  have  been  alerted 
and  close  contact  is  being  maintained  with  them. 


I.  In  addition  to  the  deaths  which  occurred  as  a result  of 

If  the  church  bombing,  two  other  Negroes  were  killed  in  Birmingham 
||  on  9/15/63.  In  one  incident  Johnny  Robinson,  aged  16,  was  shot 
and  killed,  reportedly  by  an  officer  of  the  Birmingham  PD  as  an 
| outgrowth  of  Negroes  throwing  bricks  and  rocks  at  police  officers 
; in  the  vicinity  of  8th  Avenue  and  26th  Street,  North.  In  the 
second  incident,  Virgil  Ware,  aged  13,  was  shot  and  killed  on 
Sandusky  Road,  between  Adams ville  and  Graysville,  Alabama,  suburbs 
of  Birmingham.  The  Jefferson  County  Sheriff's  Office,  which  is 
[ investigating  the  Ware  killing,  has  advised  that  two  unidentified 
| white  males  on  a motor  scooter  are  suspects  in  this  case. 

The  Birmingham  Office  will  keep  the  Bureau  advised  of 
pertinent  developments  regarding  the  deaths  of  Robinson  and  Ware, 


With  regard  to  the  situation  in  Birmingham,  the  city 
{remained  relatively  quiet  during  the  night.  Chief  of  Police 
Jamie  Moore  advised  our  Birmingham  Office  that  he  had  requested 
that  150  uniformed  officers  of  the  Alabama  Highway  Patrol  be  sent 
to  Birmingham  to  assist  in  maintaining  order.  These  officers 
arrived  in  Birmingham  on  the  night  of  9/15/63.  Units  of  the 
Alabama  National  Guard  in  Birmingham  have  reportedly  been  alerted 
and  a number  of  National  Guardsmen  are  reportedly  standing  by  at 
armories  in  Birmingham. 


ACTION: 


This  matter  is  receiving  close  personal  supervision  and 
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A memorandum  to  the  Attorney  General,  advising  him  of 
pertinent  details  of  the  bombing  and  of  the  fact  that  £hea  Bureau 
initiated  immediate  investigation,  is  being  prepared. 


r.  - 

It . 1Z- a. 


t ■ 


10:47  a.  m. 


September  16,  1968 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  MR.  TOLSON 

MR.  BELMONT 
MR.  DE  LOACH 
MR.  ROSEN 


The  Attorney  General  called  and  stated 
they  were  considering  issuing  a 625, 000  reward  in  the 
Birmingham  situation.  He  asked  if  1 had  any  particular 
feeling  in  this  regard.  1 replied  that  I did  not  think 
it  would  be  particularly  helpful  or  harmful.  1 advised 
the  Attorney  General  that  we  had  found  it  better  to  work  / 
through  informants,  offering  to  pay  the  informant  if 
he  delivers  information  on  the  line  without  advertising.  , 

Very  truly  yours 

J.  £.  H. 

John  Edgar  Hoover 
Director 
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Gale  — 

Su|11ynn 
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:c.y;>  191063  / A V 
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^ 1 MA-ft.  EfophT  _ r TELETYPE  UNIT 
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..  • 181953 
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9-17-63 


PLAIN  TEXT 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


r 


TO  SACS  ATLANTA 

BIRMINGHAM 

KNOXVILLE 

JACKSONVILLE 

TAMPA 

MEMPHIS 

MOBILE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

SAVANNAH 

FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI  (157-1025) 


.r 


At 


La** 


(PbapbombI> 


FEDERAL  uuKrMJ  Of  • t»u  NATION 
U.  S,  UEPARTMENl  OF  JUSTICE  - 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP!  7 13: 


^ r\ 


' REBUTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 

IN  CONDUCTING  INTERVIEWS  WITH  KLANSMEN  AND  HATE  GROUP 
MEMBERS,  RACIAL  INFORMANTS  AND  POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS 
SHOULD  BE  INTERVIEWED  IN  THE  SAME  MANNER  AS  ANY  OTHER  KLANSMA1 
OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBER  IN  ORDER  THAT  THEY  WILL  BE  ABLE  TO  / 

ROUTINELY  DISCUSS  THESE  INTERVIEWS  IF  QUESTIONED  BY  OTHER  KLAN 
OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS.  ALL  OFFICES  ADVISE  THE  BUREAU  WHEN 
SUCH  INTERVIEWS  HAVE  BEEN  CONDUCTED.  THESE  INFORMANTS  AND 

1 ^ c 

POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS  SHOULD  NOT  BE  SINGLED  OUT  FOR  ~ / 

REC*  44  3 1 

2DIATE  INTERVIEW  BUT  INTERVIEW^  SHOULD  PROCEED  IN’  LOGICAL 

Ca«p«r  hit 

,9  SEPSIS  1963 

BHL,:cac  rj  SEE  NOTE  PAGE  TWO. 

(str  rA.,„  , I') 

>01963#  jM 

tVj 


Tolson  w 
Belmont  M 
Mohr 


“"^SEQUENCE. 

DeLoetch  { 

Evans 
Gale  _ 

Roaen 
Sullivan 

Tavel  

Trotter 

Tele.  Room 

Holmes  

Gandy  


=$EP  20 

MAIL  ROOM  □ TELETYPE  UNIT 


NOTE: 


The  Bureau  by  teletype  9-15-63  instructed  9 different  field 
offices  in  connection  with  this  bombing  case  to  interview  all  known 
Klansmen,  hate  group  members,  and  bombing  suspects.  In  order  to 
protect  the  identities  of  these  informants,  it  is  believed  they  should  be 
interviewed  in  the  same  manner  as  other  Klansmen  and  hat,e  group 
members*'  ' 
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teletype  ^ 


f k 


ftuL-'.AL  BUREAU  Of  INVEST iOAi.jR 
ij  s o^PA'TfMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

CORUSCATIONS  SECTION 

. LI'  l V wz 


URGENT  9-17-63  6-46  PM 


RETYPE 


) 


TO  SACS  ATLANTA^  BIRMINGHAM  KNOXVllLE  JACKSONVILLE  TIAFfPA 


MEMPJJIS  MOBJIiE  NEW  ORLEANS  SA 
ruriM  murrmo  /i*7-i r\o*/  i p 

* ik  VI  I V(1  # • • * 


AJWtfJN 


M 


BAPBOMB. 

REBUTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 


~ cva^ 


IN  CONDUCTING  INTERVIEWS  WITH  KLANSMEN  AND  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS 


RACIAL  INFORMANTS  AND  POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS  SHOULD  BE  INTERVIEW 


IN  THE  SAME  MANNER  AS  ANY  OTHER  KLANSMAN  OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBER 
IN  ORDER  THAT  THEY  WILL  BE  ABLE  TO  ROUTINELY  DISCUSS  THESE 
INTERVIEWS  IF  QUESTIONED  BY  OTHER  KLAN  OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS. 

ALL  OFFICES  ADVISE  THE  BUREAU  WHEN  SUCH  INTERVIEWS  HAVE  BEEN 
CONDUCTED.  THESE  INFORMANTS  AND  POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS 
SHOULD  NOT  BE  SINGLED  OUT  FOR  IMMEDIATE  INTERVIEW  BUT  INTERVIEWS 


SHOULD  PROCEED  IN  LOGICAL  SEQUENCE. 
END  ACK  PLS 

BT  3BH  4-49  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
H JK  5-49  PM  EST  OK  FBI  JK  JLC 
TP  5-49  PM  OK  FBI  TP  WRR 
ME  5-50  OK  FBI  ME  RPC 
MO  5-49  PM  OK  FBI  MO  TEK 


4-50  PM  OK  FBI  NO  LJ 
X SV  5-50  PM  OK  FBI  SV  RWP 


TU 


r federal  bureau  OF  INVESTIG.  * 

‘l  u.  s.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE  T 

* COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION  J 

SEP1  % 1953 


URGENT  $-17-63  6-35  PM  NH 

TO  SACS  ATLANTA  BIRMINGHAM  KNOXVILLE  JACKSONVILLE  TAMPA 
MEMPHIS  MOBILE  NEW  ORLEANS  SAVANNAH 
FROM  DIRECTOR  /I 57-1025/  1 P 


BAPBOMB. 

REBUTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 

IN  CONDUCTING  INTERVIEWS  WITH  KLANSMEN  AND  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS 
RACIAL  INFORMANTS  AND  POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS  SHOULD  BE  INTERVIEWE 
IN  THE  SAME  MANNER  AS  ANY  OTHER  KLANSMAN  OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBER 
IN  ORDER  THAT  THEY  WILL  BE  ABLE  TO  ROUTINELY  DISCUSS  THESE 
INTERVIEWS  IF  QUESTIONED  BY  OTHER  KLAN  OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS. 

ALL  OFFICES  ADVISE  THE  BUREAU  WHEN  SUCH  INTERVIEWS  HAVE  BEEN 


/'Aiir\tin<t*r  r» 


Ti  rrAr* 
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AMT\ 


nA*TT7M*rt  AT 

ruiun  i 


Pi  A AT  A T 


t LiPAfiM  A M'Pf' 

xwr  unrmi^iio 


SHOULD  NOT  BE  SINGLED  OUT  FOR  IMMEDIATE  INTERVIEW  BUT  INTERVIEWS 
SHOULD  PROCEED  IN  LOGICAL  SEQUENCE. 

END  ACK  PLS 

2 KX  5-37  PM  ESTOK  FBI  KX  CLH 


TU 
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n 

v 

federal  bureau  of  iruESTiGAfiuN 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 

SEP  1 7 1963 


URGENT  9-17-63 


6-30 


PM  NH 


Tn 


CATC 


A Tl  AKITA 

n 4 bnn  4 n 


D TDMTKir  tIA  M 

u a <u'j  itiv  fin  u 


V'W/W  ITT  T t r 

WIV/i  V XlaiJUX* 


uri/pAMim  i r 
unvno  uii  v 


TA  Mb  A 

inrirn 


MEMPHIS  MOBILE  NEW  ORLEANS  SAVANNAH 
FROM  DIRECTOR  /1 57- 102 5/  1 P 


BAPBOMB. 

REBUTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 

IN  CONDUCTING  INTERVIEWS  WITH  KLANSMEN  AND  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS 
RACIAL  INFORMANTS  AND  POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS  SHOULD  BE  INTERVIEW 
IN  THE  SAME  MANNER  AS  ANY  OTHER  KLANSMAN  OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBER 
IN  ORDER  THAT  THEY  WILL  BE  ABLE  TO  ROUTINELY  DISCUSS  THESE 
INTERVIEWS  IF  QUESTIONED  BY  OTHER  KLAN  OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS • 

ALL  OFFICES  ADVISE  THE  BUREAU  WHEN  SUCH  INTERVIEWS  HAVE  BEEN 
CONDUCTED.  THESE  INFORMANTS  AND  POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS 

SHOULD  NOT  BE  SINGLED  OUT  FOR  IMMEDIATE  INTERVIEW  BUT  INTERVIEWS 
cunm  n pcnrrrn  tn  i nr.irfii  oronrNrr. 

^ II  WU  K'  A 41  w 4/  A I 1 M V V ^ VfllA  ^ W W V^IT  w 

END  ACK  PLS  HOLD 

AT  5-33  PM  EST  OK  FBI  AT  DS 
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t-tUtK^L  BOHtAU  Of  INV LSI  IGATtON 

f ' i u.  s.  department  OF  justice 
'•  • COMMUNICATIONS  SECT^JN 
.?  1 G 1S63 


Gi- 


ll 
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\ Mr.  To  Von  _ 

| Mr.  Belmont 

jj  Mr.  Mohr . 

* Mr,  Casper 

\ Mr.  Callahan 

I tvtv 

r "***  

5 Mr.  DeLoa 
\ Mr.  ^ 

I MrSGzl 
Zt.  Eo: 

Mr.  Saimi  n. 

Mr.  Tavel 
Mr.  Trotter. 

[ Tele.  Eoom_ 


; Miss  Holmes, 

Miss  Gandy_ 


URGENT  9-16-63  9-54  PM  EST  WRR 

DIRECTOR  FBI  / 15  7- 1025/ 

FROM  SAC  TAMPA  / 15  7-856/  IP 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREFl^A PT1S TC HURCH,  BIRMINGHAM, 
ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE.  BOMBING  MATTERS 
REBUTELS  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  AND  SIXTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE. 

FIVE  POTENTIAL  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  INTERVIEWED  THIS  DATE,  NO  PER- 

ttm pmt  TMroOMA  ttam  nrifrt  ftnrn 

IJLlTfJLlMl  ilMruaiirt  1 IVIN  UL.  VLLUr  L*Um 

REVIEW  OF  TAMPA  FILES  INDICATES  APPROXIMATELY  ONE  HUNDRED  NINETY 

KLAN  AND  NSRP  MEMBERS  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED  BY  THIS  DIVISION  AS  PER  BUTEL 

« \ - - * 

— ' A 

SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN.  THESE  ARE  CURRENT  OR  RECENTLY  ACTIVE  MEMBERS. 

IN  THIS  CONNECTION,  BUREAU  REQUESTED  ADVISE  IF  ANY  FORMER  KLANS- 

fc  » 1 . 

MEN  OR  FORMER  NSRP  MEMBERS  SHOULD  BE  INCLUDED  AMONG  THOSE  INTERVIEWED. 

CL3  i 

[(A 


ALSO,  ASSOCIATES  OF  POTENTIAL  BOMBING  SUSPECT^^^^^^^^^H  WH< 
ARE  ALSO  FORMER  KLANSMEN,  ARE  NOW  CONNECTED  WITH  WHITE  CITI2ENS  COUN- 
CIL, BRADENTON,  FLA.,  SOME  BEING  OFFICERS  OF  SAID  GROUP.  BUREAU  RE- 

REC-JX l 

QUESTED  ADVISE  IF  THESE  PERSONS  SHOULD  BE  INTERVIEWED. . ^ 


-m 


FOR  FURTHER  INFO  BUREAU,  TAMPA  TEL  TO'BlRrflNGHIgpSl^t^E^ 


FIF- 


TEEN ADVISED  NO  TAMPA  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  OUT  OF  AREA  ON  SEPTEMBER  FIF- 


TEEN. UJ 

INVESTIGATION  CONTINUING!.'7  l 

* ^ V 


risin  ar u pi  s 

V I « V J fc  * 

10-58  PM  OK  FBI  WA  LLD 
TU  DISO 


,-y  t 
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C\/-» 


< r A j v^“.  T^r 
* • l*  * . / 


if 


}/ 
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✓ 


} 


9-17-63 


RADIOGRAM 

/ h. 

' * 

TO  SAC  TAMPA  (157- 856?^  25 


CODE 


URGENT 


IF  NEXT  RADIO  CONTACT  MISSED, 
SEND  BY  PLATO  TEXT  TELETYPE 
DEFERRED. 


32 


n 


a 


FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI  (157-1025) 

BAPBOMB. 

REURTEL  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 

FORMER  KLANSMEN  OR  FORMER  NSRP  MEMBERS  NEED  NOT  BE 


J 


Copies  made  by 
for  review  by  Ro.vo  Task  Force 
Date  / *7 


INTERVIEWED  AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME  UNLESS  LOGICAL  INVESTIGATION 


INDICATES  SUCH  INTERVIEWS  MIGHT  BE  PRODUCTIVE.  MEMBERS  OF 


WHITE  CITIZENS  COUNCILS  ARE  NOT  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED  AT  THIS  TIME 
EVEN  THOUGH  FORMER  KLAN  MEMBERS  UNLESS  LOGICAL  INVESTIGATION 
INDICATES  SUCH  INTERVIEWS  MIGHT  BE  PRODUCTIVE. 


RBLrcac 

(3) 

NOTE: 


Tolson  _ 
Belmont  . 
Mohr 

Casper  _ 
Callahan 
Conrad 
DeLoach 
Evans  „ 

Gale  

Rosen  

Sill  l(  ir/m 
v w*  m-A.  t un  . 

Tavel 


Trotter  — 

Tele.  Room 

Holmes 

Gandy  


Q SEP^S'"1^ 

The  Bureau  issued  instructions  9-15  & 16-63  concerning  interyieas  ~of 
all  Klansmen  and  hate-group  subjects  as  well  as  potential  bombing 
suspects.  Tampa  has  inquired  as  to  interviews  of  former  Klansmen 
and  hate  group  memtx£fsf  some  efWhom  are  now  white  citizens 
council  members.  TampaPhas  approximately  190  Klan  and  hate  group 
members  to  be  interviewed  who,  are  current  or  recently  active 
members.  At  thi^Timfe,  mere  appears  no  reason  to  commence 
interviews  of  former  Klansmen  or  hate  group  members  unless  logical 
investigation  indicates  sotne  should  be  done, 

r' J ••  • ' - i iHiVli.'*  . i .J/ 

.,t«i  i..sucfc  jyfZ  I f 

COM iviii NiCATlONS  OCPT,nt4,/i  X 


is 


V / 


SEP  1 7 19 

teletype 


r ?y 


MAIL  ROOM 


□ 


TELETYPE  UNIT 


« 


f 


X 

\ 


i 


•.  j r-f  ttc.t.vonn'** 
u : i:.Ak)!H£nr  Of  JU$UC£  ^ ) 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP1  7 1963/ 


TEL.ETYP 


f 


DEFERRED  9-17?£3  3 -24  PM  OS 


TO  SAC  TAMPA  157-856 
FROM  DIRECTOR  157-1025 


IP 


BAPBOMB^' 

REURT^L  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEEN  SIXTYTHREE 


FORMER  KLANSMEN  OR  FORMER  NSRP  MEMBERS  NEED  NOT  BE 
INTERVIEWED  AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME  UNLESS  LOGICAL  INVESTIGATION 
INDICATES  SUCH  INTERVIEWS  MIGHT  BE  PRODUCTIVE.  MEMBERS  OF 
WHITE  CITIZENS  COUNCILS  ARE  NOT  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED  AT  THIS  TIME 
EVEN  THOUGH  FORMER  KLAN  MEMBERS  UNLESS  LOGICAL  INVESTIGATION 
INDICATES  SUCH  INTERVIEWS  MIGHT  BE  PRODUCTIVE. 

HJD  AND  ACK  / 

2-25  PM  EST  SAF  OK  BI  FBI  TP  SAF 
TU  AND  CLR 
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U.  i.  DtrMilfcLi'i!  Oi  JUSIIC£  ) 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 

SEP  18  IBbS 


V 


Mr.  Tolaon 

Hr.  Belmont 

Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Casper 


URGENT  9-17-63  11-44  PM  EST  PNR 

DIRECTOR  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
FROM  SAC,  SAVANNAH 
'SmPBOMB/  BM. 

RE  SV  TEL  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEEN  SIXTYTHREE 


Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Conrad 

Mr.  De Loach 

Mr.  Erans, 

Mr,  Gate 
Mr.  Rosen. 

Mr.  Sullivaii 
Mr.  Tavel 


Mr.  Trotter. 
Tele.  Room_ 


? Miss  Holmes. 
Miss  Gacdy_ 


'O 


-■v. 


£*3^jjdS 


INTERVIEWED  TODAY  ADVISED  POSITIVE 
NO  KLAN  MEMBERS  FROM  THEIR  GROUPS  WENT  TO  BIRMINGHAM  AREA 
PERTINENT  PERIOD. 

INTERVIEWS  ON  SIXTEENTH  AND  SEVENTEENTH  INSTANT  INCLUDE  AT 
LEAST  ONE  INFORMANT  AND  ONE  OFFICIAL  IN  EACH  ACTIVE  KLAVERN  OF  EACH 
KLAN  GROUP  IN  SV  TERRITORY.  INFO  FROM  OFFICIALS  HAVE  SUBSTANTIATED 
INFO  FROM  INFORMANTS  THAT  NO  KLANSMEN  FROM  THIS  AREA  KNOWN  TO  HAVE 
GONE  TO  BH  PERTINENT  PERIOD  AND  FIRST  WORD  OF  CAPTIONED  BOMBING 

RECEIVED  FROM  NEWS  MEDIA. 

AGK  AND  ASCK  LOCALIZED  SV  AREA  AND  PRESENTLY  AT  ODDS  WITH  UKA, 
PRINCIPAL  KLAN  ACTIVE  BH  AREA,  BECAUSE  ROBERT  SHELTON,  UKA, 

NOT  COOPERATIVE  AND  PRESUMES  TO  SPEAK^  T^jR  ALLMANS. 


l 


LEADERS  SV  AREA  ALL  INDICATED  CAPTIONED  B&tfSf 1*9%  TilUANGERING  LIVES, 

ST-lO1  B s|f  is1963 

*s,a&  **  4 


CONTRARY  TO  BELIEFS 
END  PAGE  ONE 
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PAGE  TWO 

ONLY  BOMB  SUSPECT  SV  TERRITORY, IN 
CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  PERTINENT  PERIOD  AS  PER  REF  TEL. 

NO  KNOWN  MEMBERS  NATIONAL  STATES  RIGHTS  PARTY  RESIDING  SV 
TERRITORY. 

APPROXIMATELY  ONE  HUNDRED  ACTIVE  KLANSMEN  REMAIN  TO  BE 
INTERVIEWED  SV  DIVISION. 

END 

C “ * 
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NINE  OF  THE  TEN  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  NEW  ORLEANS . ^ 

TERRITORY  LOCATED  AND  INTERVIEWED  AND  WHEREABOUTS  ACCOUNTED, 

FQR'  REMAINING  BOMB  SUSPECT  WHO 

HAS  NOT  BEEN  INTERVIEWED.  TELETYPE  SENT  SAN  ANTONIO  OFFICE 

crDT  cTYTriTN.  SIXTYTHREE  TO  INTERVIEW  NELSON^  

*Ji-I  w * ^k.  * — - y v,s  111 

FOURTEEN  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED,  F0RTYFIV£:^NTERV3EW££>  X819S3 

l: 

STILL  REMAIN  TO  BE  CONDUCTED.  - , 7D 
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Mr*  Tarel 
Mr*  Trotter 
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Miss  Holmes 
Miss  Gaudy 


URGENT  9-17-63  7-21  PM  EST  CLH 

iIRECTOR,  FBI  /157-1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
FROM  SAC,  KNOXVILLE  157-189 
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/BAPBOMBh  or? 

y RE  KNOXVILLE  TEL  TO  BUREAU  SEPT*  SIXTEEN  LAST  AND  BUTEL 

. r> 

SEPT*  SEVENTEEN  INSTANT*  tv 

TWENTY  SIX  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  THIS  DATE.  NO  PERTINENT 
INFORMATION  OBTAINED*  APPROXIMATELY  EIGHTY  FIVE  INTERVIEWS 

r 

REMAIN  TO  BE  CONDUCTED  KNOXVILLE  DIVISION* 

ONLY  ONE  BOMB  SUSPECT  KX  DIVISION  UNACCOUNTED  FOR* 
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l Mi.  BelmoivL 
? Mr.  Mohr — 


URGENT 


9/17/63 


6-42  PM  EST  RLB 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  /157-1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
FROM  SAC,  JACKSONVILLE  /157-584/  IP 


ii  Mr,  Casper 

Mr.  CullahL-i  — 

Mr.  Conn;  \ 

Mr.  DeLoaan 

Mr.  Evans 

Mr.  Gale JTC y 

Mr,  Er.- ..Mfc 
Mr.  Saliivi.-.rlY- 

Mr.  Tavc: 

Mr.  Trotter 

Tele.  Room 


I5  Miss  Holmes 
Miss  Gandj- 


, ...  nAnnAMo 
C 1 p nrpvtfi-p* 


.ii  . 


CO 


F 


^ REJKTEL  SEPT.  SIXTEEN  LAST  AND  BUTEL  AND  RADIOGRAM  TODAY. 

TWENTYTHREE  INDIVIDUALS  WERE  LOCATED  AND  INTERVIEWED  TODAY 
CONCERNING  CAPTIONED  MATTER.  ALL  INTERVIEWS  UNPRODUCTIVE. 
APPROXIMATELY  TWENTYTWO  PERSONS  REMAIN  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED. 

THIS  DIVISION  HAS  NO  BOMBING  SUSPECTS.  INTENSIFIED  EFFORTS,-  <•< 

/£.  / - //■  i ^ ( 

TO  LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEW  ADDITIONAL  MEMBERS  OF  KLAN  AND  AMERICAN 


l 
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H47T  PflDTV  rftHTTMItTMC. 
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COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
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Ifc.  To2S03_ 
Kr,  Belmont- 

> fffrVErr 

j Mr,  Casper — 
p Mr.  Callahan. 
+j  Mr*  Colira  tl— 
! Mr.-  DeLoach- 
jj  Sir.  Evans_ 


URGENT-  9-17-63  6-50  PM  EST  WRR 

DIRECTOR  FBI  /157-1025/ 
FROM  SAC  TAMPA  / 157-356/  IP 
BAPBOMB. 


REBUTELS  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTEEN  AND  SEVENTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE. 
SIXTH  AND  LAST  POTENTIAL  BOMBING  SUSPECT  OF  THIS  OFFICE  INTER- 
VIEWED THIS  DATE,  ALONG  WITH  NINE  KLANSMEN  AND/OR  HATE  GROUP  MEM 

BERS,  ALSO PAREN  RAC  END  PAREN*  N0  PERTI" 

WENT  INFO  DEVELOPED  THESE  INTERVIEWS.  APPROXIMATELY  ONE  HUNDRED  £ 

/ /■•  - — ^ 

mtmptw  TMTrournjc  cttt  T TA  RF  OOMT1IJCTED.  INCLUDING  RACIAL  iTfP (5RM ANTS 


AND  PCI-S. 
END  ACK  PLS 
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(*•  V«*. 


RADIOGRAM 


URGENT 


TO  SAC  MEMPHIS_ 

BIRMINuuAM 

FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI 


If  next  radio  contact 
missed,  send  by  plain 
text,  deferred  teletype. 


BAPBOMBi 

RE  MEMPHIS  TEL  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE. 

INTERVIEWS  WITH  THE  POTENTIAL  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  TOUR  OFFICE 
SHOULD  BE  CONDUCTED  UNLESS  SOME  REASON  IS  KNOWN  TO  TOUR  OFFICE 
WHY  THEY  SHOULD  NOT  BE  INTERVIEWED.  IF  GOOD  REASON  EXISTS,  ADVISE 
BUREAU. 


:nki 


J 


RBL 
(3)' 

NOTE:  Various  offices  are  interviewing  known  Klansmen,  hate 

group  members  and  bombibg  suspects.  Memphis  has  indicated  it 
intends  to  have  an  informant  contact  the  two  bombing  suspects  in 
Memphis  and  the  office  will  not  interview  them. 

^ REC-44  15^-10  $£ 


Tola  cm  _ 
Belmont  . 

Mohr 

Casper  _ 
Callahan 
Conrad  _ 
De  Loach 


Gale  — 
Rosen  _ 
Sullivan 
TaveJ  


19  SEP  18  1963 
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Trotter 

Tele.  Room 

Holmes  „ 

Gandy  


SEP  20  1963^ 

MAIL  ROOM  □ TELETYPE  UNIT 
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COMi/iUkiCATIOMS  SECTION 
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teletype 
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PtUERAL.  BUREAU  OP  iNirt-SllUAllOh 
V S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMKUKICATIONS  SECTION  ■ 

szr  i o jags  a/ 


0 


URGENT  $-16-63 


7-03  PM  JDR 


f Kr. 

! Mr.  . 

Mr.  Camper. 
Mr,  ‘6eii£iv.'i»! 
^ry  Co?Wr-J 
[ MiA  DcLoarh 


i:?. 
f Mr. 

Mr.  Ti*VtI  ... 
Hr.  TrM.er 

Tele-  Ecom_. 

X'  > c.  "J-T  r/:  n ■, : * 

J Miss  GtinTy 
{ 


TO  DIRECTOR,  FBI  /15  7:1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
SAC,  ATLANTA  /15  7-M2/ 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OFSIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCHt  BIRMINGH^, 
ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTY THREE.  BM. 

ALL  ATLANTA  BOMB  SUSPECTS  ACCOUNTED  FOR  DURING  PERTINENT 


nrpvT  at  fHp/irn**' 

rjLKiuii  x.AV-r£*r  i 


l.tlfrt  MAC  TU  DTDMTMrUAM 

m nv  wno  jliv  viiu'iiiiuimi'i* 


RE  INTERVIEWS  OF  KLAN  AND  HATE  GROUP  SUBJECTS.  ATLANTA 

CONTEMPLATES  INTERVIEW  OF  APPROXIMATELY  ONE  HUNDRED  INDIVIDUALS, 

* 

WHICH  INCLUDES  NSRP  SUBJECTS,  ONE  ANP  SUBJECT,  KLAN  OFFICERS  AND 

"I*  - * * 

ACTIVE  KLANSMEN.  MOST  OF  DAY  SPENT  REVIEWING  FILES  AND"  DCTRA^TING 
NAMES  AND  ADDRESSES  OF  PERSONS  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED.  ATTEMPTS  MADE  TO 
CONTACT  SEVERAL  SUBJECTS  TODAY  WHO  COULD  NOT  BE  LOCATED.  THREE 
SUBJECTS  INTERVIEWED  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.  APPROXIMATELY  NINETY 

» V 

SEVEN  INTERVIEWS  REMAIN. 

UAC,  ATLANTA  WILL  SEND  THIRTY  C0_PIES  OF  FD  THREE  ZERO  JWOS 

TO  BIRMINGHAM  FOR  INCLUSION  IN  REPORT.^  ^ ^ f $ fl 

BIRMINGHAM  REQUESTED  INTERVIEWE)(*1(I3  STONER  WHO  IS  IN 
BIRMINGHAM  FOR  APPEARANCE  BEFORE  GRAND  JURY  AND  WAS  ALLEGEDLY  IN 

BIRMINGHAM  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD. 

A ^r*kfn-c  iJtin  ATTtTMPT  TCk 

:AD  STATED  HE  WILE  smuui  »«.«»•»  *n«  * s*£p  ^8  1963 

cntH.n 


SURVEIL  HIM. 

END  * , w. 

£ 0 I 
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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION  i 

SEP  17  1963  1/ 

TELETYPE  T 


2- 15AM  CST 


a 


2P 


[r.  Tolson 


Mr*., 

Mr.  Belmont- 
Mr*  ’feoir- 
^ Mr,  Casper 

1 Mr*  Callahan j 

f Mr.  Conrad, 

4 Mt.  Bel 
| Mr. 

1 Mr.  Gi 
^Mr.  E! 

Silflivin 
■,  Tav& 

Mr.  Trotter 
| Tele.  Boom 
Miss  Holm< 

Miss  Gandy— 


UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  SEPTEMBER 


i®£ 

. SEPTEM 


SIX  FIVE  PEOPLE  INTERVIEWED  COMPRISED  OF  NEGRO  RESIDENTS  AND 
SHOP  KEEPERS*  CARS  ON  ONE  SIX  STREET  IN  AREA  OF  BOMBING  BELONGED 
MOSTLY  TO  PEOPLE  ATTENDING  CHURCH.  NO  SERVICE  STATION  OR  GARAGES 
LOCATED  IN  IMMEDIATE  VICINITY.  THROUGH  CONTACT  WITH  SOURCES  WHO 
INFORM  US  OF  SUSPECTS  WHEREABOUTS  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD  BOMBING 

SUSPECTS  WERE  ELEMINATED. 

THREE  ANONYMOUS  CALLS  RECEIVED  CONCERNING  PROBABLE  LOCATION 

source  of  Dynamite  used  in  explosion  negatively  checked  out.  three 

POSSIBLE  SUSPECTS  FURNISHED  BY  ANONYMOUS  CALLERS  CHECKED  WITH^  _ 

NEGATIVE  RESULTS.  fi£C  3Z  / 

£?c  CALL  RECEIVED  FROM  ANONYMOUS  CALLER  WHO  ADVISED  SHE  OBSERVED 

^ NEGRO  MALES  AT  A SERVICE, 


END  PAGE  ONE 
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PAGE  TWO 

STATION  ON  SOUTH  SIDE  OF  BIRMINGHAM  ON  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST 
TALKING  TO  A WHITE  MAN.  THE  WHITE  MAN  GAVE  THEM  MONEY  AND  THEY 
GAVE  HIM  A SHOE  BOX  CONTAINING  SEVEN  STICKS  OF  DYNAMITE.  INDICIES 
BIRMINGHAM  NEGATIVE  RE|^BBaNI«B  ™ I^ERVIEtfED 

AND  RESULTS  FURNISHED  TO  BUREAU.  pS?  £ 

% m 

END  AND  ACK  PLS 
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FEDERAL  BUREAU  Of  lOirESTlGA 
U S.  DEPARTMENT  Qf 

COMMUNICATIONS  AON 

SEP 


5- 16-63  7-59  PM  EST  PNR 

rO  DIRECTOR  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 


\/Vv 


*****  J?El'  -• 1 

Mr.  K-;.  . j 

Mf-  ClsM..  j 

'£  S£~  -sf 

«£Si9  I 

# “ Kin# 


Lr. 

Mr.  R 
Mr.  g 
Mr.  Ta, 

Mr,  Trotter 
Tele.  

Mi«  Holme; 

Mias  Gaajjjr 


<rr 


FROM  SAC,  SAVANNAH  /15>503/ 

O 

^ nw*isr'r*»r  tr  a t TT  Hlfl  ftlP  TJ-  _ * _ ■ ■■>  m 

UNSUBS,  BUNBJ.NU  U*  SJ.X  IJtJLWl It  Slttttl  Oftrjioi  onunon|^^vi«V 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA.,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE.  BM.  00 


BIRMINGHAM. 

RE  SV'TEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST  AND  BUREAU  TEL  SEPTEMBER 


PAGE  TW6  Q Q 

THREE  INFORMANTS  AND  TEN  OFFICIALS  OF  KLAN  OR  SEGREGATIONIST 

ORGANIZATIONS  REMAIN  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED  ON  SEPTEMBER  SEVENTEEN 


NEXT. 

t * - 

END  *' 

WA  9-02  PM  OK  FBI  WA  OS 
EUHMPW  7-02  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  fcQTION 

SEP  16  191 


=■*!»  = 


Mr.  Tolson — 
Mr*  Belmont. 
Mr*  Mohr — 
Mr*  Casper. 


i 


Mr.  Callahan. 
Mr.  Conrad, 


Vvv 


Mr.  Trotter. 
Tele.  Room. 
Miss  Holmee 
Miaa  Gaudy. 


URGENT/  9-16-63  7*12  PM  CST  WFM 

TO  / DIRECTOR,  FBI,  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
FROM  SAC.  NEW  ORLEANS  / 15 7-1294/ 

' o O . ■ 

UNSUBS*  BIMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE,  BM. 

/ 

REBIJTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST. 

CHECK  OF  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  MADE.'  WHEREABOUTS  OF  SAME  DETERMINE 
THROUGH  SOURCES,  EXCEPT 


WHO.  IS  REPORTED  TO  t/  / / 

17  /Sr?-  £L- 

BE  IN  DEL  RIO,  TEXAS. , TELETYPE  SENT  SAN  ANTONIO  TO  CHECT 

CY.103  z SEP  18  1963 

PURSUANT  TO  REBUTEL.  tA  K * 

TEN  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  , NO  PERTINENT  INFORMATION^ OBTAINED. 

FIFTYNINE  STILL  REMAIN  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED. 

END  AND  ACK  PLS 
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u s DEPARTMENT  of  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 

SEP  16  1963 
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Mt.  Tolson— 
Mr.  Belmonl 
Mr*  Mohr. 


Mr*  Casper 

jij  Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Conrad 

Mr.  DeLoj 
Mr*  Ev* 

Mr*  Gal 
r Mr*  Ho: 

*;!  Mr.  Si 
Mr.  TaveL 


9-16-63  12-25AMCST 


| Mr.  Trotter. 

| Tele.  Boom- 

l!  Miss  Holmes 

£ Miss  Gandy. 

t 


URGENT 

director 

r 

SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  /UU~ NEW/  IP 

UNSUES,  SHOOTING  OF  NEGRO  MALE,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTY THREE, 
VIRGIL  WARE  - VICTIM.  CR. 

RE  PREVIOUS  JIRMINgMtELS  FIFTEENTH  INSTANT  IN  BOMBING  OF 

/A  1 rj  Id.  1 

SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

UTRGU^ARE,  negro  ma LtfhriH ^ ' 

mRE  sfcTwltl^  SANDUSKY  ROAD  BETWEBT^vn^OKAYSVILLE, 


BOTH  TOWNS  SMALL  TOWN  SUBURBS  OF  BIRMINGHAM.  SGT.^^W  STATED  J 
EEPUTY  MC  ALPINE  OF  JEFFERSON  COUNTY  SHERIFF-S  OFFICE  INVESTIGATE 

vtLLING  of  ware. 

THIS  MATTER  WILL  BE  FOLLOWED  AND  BUREAU  WILL  BE  KEPT  ADVISE  . 


t;ND  AND  ACK  PLS 
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0.  S,  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  IS  196 


Mr,  Tolaon 

Mr,  Belmont — 

Mr,  Mohr 

! Mr*  Ca»per_ 


V.~  -f. 


I T- 


1M€ 

i/TO 


ENT  9-17-63  11-33  PM  CST  HEP 

♦ 

TO  DIRECTOR  v !vv 
FROM  SAC  BIRMINGHAM  /15  7-352/  6P 


Mr,  Callahan — 

Mr.  Conrad 

x*  DeLoacij 

Mr*  Evans 

Mr.  Gale 

Mr*  Kosen — !C 

Mr*  Sullivan G 

Mr*  Tavd 

Mr.  Trotter, ... 
Tde.  Boom 

Vitaf 
Mian 


L, 


<$C>  BAPBOff&l  DAILY  SUMMARY. 

CRIME  SCENE. 

CRIME  SCENE  SEARCH  CONTINUED  THIS  AM 


WALLETS  AND  PERSONAL 


PROPERTY  RECOVERED  IN  DEBRIS  RETURNED  TO  PARENTS  OF  SUSAN  COLLINS, 
DECEASED,  AND  CYNTHIA  WESLEY,  DECEASED. 


NEIGHBORS  IN  SOUTHWEST  OF  CHURCH  INTERVIEWED.  ALL  ADMITTED  HAVING 
END  PAGE  TWO. 
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PAGE  THREE.  VV.^  ..  , • . V ^ V ' , 

HEARD  BLAST.  SEVERAL  ADMITTED  GOING  TO  VICINITY  OF  CHURCH.  NONE 


WHERE  STOLEN  IS  NINETEEN  FIFTYSIX  BUICK.  INVESTIGATION  CONTINUING 
CONCERNING  OTHER  CARS. 


/ 


1 


0 


■v.f : 


PAGE  FOUR 


INVESTIGATION  CONTINUING  RE 


'Jr,. 


THIS  CAR.  MOBILE  CHECKING 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


^ 


FIVE  BUILDING 

CONTRACTORS,  BIRMINGHAM,  CHECKED  IN  ENDEAVOR  TO  LOCATE  CONTRACTOR 
IN  GATE  CITY*  WHO  ALLEGEDLY  HAD  SOME  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  ANONYMOUS 

* f 

CALL  HADE  TO  FOREMAN  GRAND  JURY  NOW  CONVENED,  TO  NO  AVAIL.  POWDER  - 
HOUSE  AT  ROCK  QUARRY,  VALIER,  ALA.,  BROKEN  INTO  NIGHT  OF  SEPTEMBER 
SIXTEEN  DASH  SEVENTEEN  WHICH  CONTAINED  EIGHTEEN  CASES  OF  DYNAMITE. 
NONE  WAS  TAKEN.  CRIME  SCENE  SEARCH  CONDUCTED.  NOTHING  OF 
END  PAGE  FOUR. 
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S>AGE  FIVE.  0 

IMPORTANCE  LOCATED.  DURING  CHECK  OF  TRANSPORTATION  FACILITIES 


OPERATING  SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN, 


rKtri  D&r?r  n ur 

UlliJ  i n kji*  * * *" 


/ 


_ —I-*- 


. t 


^ 'r  .it  >'< 

MINIMUM  OF  EIGHTY  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  THIS  DATE* 

AT  LEAST  THREE  HUNDRED  TEN  ADDITIONAL  INTERVIEWS  SCHEDULED. 


CORR*  PA3E — 3,  LINE  14  J-UUK1H  UD'  "WHITE* 
ACK  AND  HOLD  PLS 
2-03  AM  OK  FBI  WA  JDS 


« 


f 


URGENT,  9-17-63  5-30  PM  CST  VFP  'fjfry 

^er^jRECTOR,  FBI  /l  57-1025/  AND  SAC  BIRMINGHAM  /157-352/ 

FROM  SAC,  MOBILE  /I 57-41 6/  IP 
(^BAPBOMB^ 

REMOTEL  SEPT*  SIXTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE. 

TODAY  MOBILE  INTERVIEWED  A TOTAL  OF  TVENTYTHREE  PERSONS  1- 
WHO  ARE  ElJWiER  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  OR  MEMBERS  OF  JBBWP^EITHER  KLAN-  C 

V- 

HATE  GROUP.  NO  PERTINENT  INFO  WAS  OBTAINED  DURING  INTERVIEWS.  -.  \ 
EIGHTEEN  INTERVIEWS  REMAIN.  V-  c» 


END  AND  ACK  PLS  ; 

WA  8-30  M PM  OK  FBI  WA  OS 
DW  5-33  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
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U.  S-  DfcPARli-.'.EMI  Of  JUSTICE  . * Hr.  TV*-?- 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION  J ^ 

SEP  1 * I boo  r f Kr.  c^per~ 

Mr.  G&lJahsn.. 

Mr.  Conrad— 
Mr.  DeLnad 
Mr* 

Mr.  Gi 
Mr.  a 
Mr, 

Mr*  T*vd  _ 

Mr.  Trotter^. 
Tele.  ^oohl_ 

Misg  Holmes^ 

Miss  Gmdr 

TWENTYTHREE  INTERVIEWS  OF  HATE  GROUP  AND  KLAN  SUBJECTS 
CONDUCTED  TO  DATE  LEAVING  APPROXIMATELY  SEVENTY  FOURi  INTERV^SJS®®^^ 


9/  17/S  3 BOAPQPM  EST  LG 


1/  DIRECTOR,  FBI  /15 7-1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  /15  7-352/ 

ipspfes  made  by  cX 

FROM  SAC,  ATLANTA  /15  7-582/  2P  foe  review  by  Rowe  Tast 

Data  i-'t'n 

BAPBOMB.  * — 


TO  BE  CONDUCTED.  <5 

r 

TTminUTNC  PrPTTNFNT  TNrnRMATTON  ftRTATNFn. 
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subject:  BOMBING  OF  CHURCH? 

BIRMINGHAM.  ALABAMA  <*0 


Telo.  Roam 

Holmes 

Gandy  


1 Fron^^l^B^^^Bconversation,  which  was  very  rapid, 
and  at  times  no^conerffit,  it  is  believed  he  was  in  an  intoxicated 
condition.  He  was  advised  that  his  call  would  be  made  a matter 
of  record. 


ACTION : 


™/57-  to ck5  — 5 


r-:  ■:  •;<  : j : 

None.  For  information. 
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DIRECTOR,  FBI  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
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10-36  AM  csr 


‘r.  Trotter 
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Miss  Gandy 


RPC 


FROM  SAC,  MEMPHIS  /ISfcNEW/  /2P/ 
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vwuwing  wf  vaa  y unr  vnuAvn 
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BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST,  BOMBING 

MATTERS.  --  00  BIRMINGHAM.  ' 

- 

RE  TELETYPES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  BUREAU,  SEPTEMBER 

1 \ 9 

FIFTEEN  1AST.  £ 

TWO  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  MEMPHIS  DETERMINED  TO  HAVE 
BEEN  IN  MEMPHIS  ON  MORNING  OF  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST. 

RE  INSTRUCTIONS  FROM  BUREAU  RELATIVE  TO  INTERVIEWING 
MEMBERS  AND  LEADERS  OF  ALL  KLAN  AND  HATE  GROUPS  IN  THE 
TERRITORY  , THIS  IS  TO  ADVISE  THERE  HAS  BEEN  NO  ACTIVE 
PUNNED  ORGANIZATION  WITH  REGUUR  MEETING  IN  THIS 
TERRITORY  IN  OVER  A YEAR.  THE  KUN  HAS  NOT  BEEN  ABLE 

TO  DEVELOP  AN  ACTIVE  ORGANIZATION  IN  THIS  AREA  IN  MANY  „ A 

YEARS.  IT  IS  NOT  KNOWN  TO  HAVfc^DffiigATED  VIOLENCE.  n 

* n a . M a i n t ■ v a ■ • I a a.  Ml  * klal¥tl%M  % nt  * l <^^0*  ami  tf  u*kk«  fk  HflhM 

UALB  njuriKHid  WILL  NO!  XniLKVXLW  tUKntK  MAN  OLnCLKlS 

f 2 SEP  18  1963 
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OF  TWO  BOMB  SUS*PECTS  RESIDING  IN  NASHVILLE,  AND  THEY 
• <— - 

WILL  BE  INTERVIEWED  WITHOUT  DELAY.  ALL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS 
AND  SOURCES  IN  THE  AREA  ARE  BEING  ALERTED  AND  THE  BUREAU 
AND  ohlCE^F  ORGIN  WILL  BE  ADVISED  OF  ANY  DEVELOPMENTS. 

P. 

X 
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date:  September  16,  1963 
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Belmont  ■ — — 

Mohr  

Casper  — — , — 

Callahan  

Conrad  — — 

DeLoach  — — 

Evans  

Gale 

Rosen  — — 

Sullivan  — , 

Tavet  

Trotter  , 

Tele.  Room  - 

Holmes  

Gandy  — _ — 


subject: 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  THErSIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH  i 
bIRMIN6HAMT~ ALABAMA.  9/15/63  7 Al 


BOMBING  MATTERS 


In  connection  with  the  above  matter,  the  Director  approved  sending 
SAC  Roy  Moore  from  Little  Rock  to  Birmingham  to  take  charge  of  the  special 
squad  looking  in  on  the  bombing  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  the  recent  bombings 
there.  An  additional  ten  men  and  stenographic  assistance  and  cars  were  sent 
in  by  Mr.  Mohr's  office. 


Katzenbach  called  me  shortly  before  8:00  p.  m. , 9/15/63, 
indicating  that  he  was  sure  he  need  not  call  but  wanted  to  express  his 
interest  in  this  case.  He  told  me  that  he  had  called  a number  of  Negro 
leaders  in  Birmingham  and  had  urged  that  they  see  to  it  that  anyone  with 
information  should  come  forward  with  it  and  give  it  to  the  FBI.  He  said 
he  spoke  to  the  Reverend  Martin  Luther  King  and  his  brother,  the  Reverend 
A.  D.  W.  King,  and  other  leaders. 

He  was  assured  that  we  were  going  all  out  in  this  investigation; 
that  no  holds  would  be  barred;  that  all  our  facilities  were  available  and 
would  be  used  in  the  event  needed.  Katzenbach  was  most  pleased  with  the 
action  which  we  have  taken  and  wanted  to  express  it. 


Upon  SAC  Moore’s  arrival  at  Little  Rock,  I pointed  out  to  him 
instructions  previously  issued  to  the  office  that  there  was  to  be  no  blow-by- 
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j v blow  reporting  to  tne  Department  as  to  wnat  we  were  uuiug. 
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include  no  information  about  how  much  manpower  we  had  on  the  case  nor 


,rt  what  our  plans  are.  The  position  would  be  that  we  are  conducting  an  all-out 


I investigation  and  we  plan  to  pursue  all  phases  of  the  case  most  vigorously. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  we  were  going  to  do  our  job.  SAC  Moore  was 
■*ir  1 advised  to  make  sure  that  Faisst  understood  this  even  though  he  had  been  told 

m -19  Ifl  - /pdfs'-  0 

^103  * ‘ 


II 

1 


/previously, 


:/ 


ARdge 

(5)  'fl 

57  SEP  251963 


EE  SEP  18  1963 


V . 


t 


0 0 

Memorandum  to  Mr.  Malley 

Re:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  9/15/63 


Moore  requested  that  he  be  aUowed  to  have  a Chief  Clerk  assist 
him  in  keeping  indices  and  so  forth  with  whom  he  could  be  in  constant 
contact,  who  would  be  in  addition  to  the  present  office  personnel.  I 

rom  the  Charlotte  Office. 


authorized  him  to  obtain  Chief  Clerk 

P C 

These  items  are  being  made  a matter  of  record. 
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RACIAL  MATTERS 


I furnished  this  information  to  Mr.  Moore  at  Rirmino-ham 


It  is  also  noted  that  I made  arrangements  with 
Roy  Moore  so  that 
call  directly  and  as 
have  directly  to  SAC  Faisst. 
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prominent  ^Birmingham  citizen,  could 
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Rosen  _ 
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Tavel  _ 
Trotter  . 


subject:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;  BOMBING  OF 

O SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
.BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  9/15/63 


RACIAL  MATTERS 


In  addition  to  previous  memos  with  reference  to  the  above  matter 
and  the  assignment  of  AgentflHW  If  should  be  made  a matter  of  record 


Nashville. 

I called  Moore  and  told  him  that  arrangements  should  be  made  so 


if  the  Agent  naa  to  approach  this  boy,  he  ought  to  have  the  boy’s  confidence  [_/ 
and  this  could  only  be  gotten  if  word  were  sent  to  the  boy  from  either  his  girl 
friend,  mother,  the  priest,  or  somebody  that  the  boy  knew.  He  otherwise 
might  be  reluctant  to  talk  and  obviously  the  people  are  fearful  of  reprisals 
if  their  identity  should  become  known.  Moore  stated  he  would  work  this  out. 

Arrangements  were  also  made  to  have  $200  sent  up  to  Nashville  . 
so  thatfl|^HPwould  have  this  money  available  in  the  event  it  was  necessary 
to  have  tunas  nandy. 


that  Agen 


would  be  able  to  talk  directly  to  the  student.  Obviously  / 
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URGENT  9-18-63  6-19  PM  EST  CLH 

TO  DIRECTOR,  FBI  /157-1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
m SAC,  KNOXVILLE  157-189  IP 
BAPBOMB 
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BE  KNOXVILLE  TEL  TO  BUREAU  AND  BIRMINGHAM  SEPT..  SEVENTEEN  LAST. 
THENTY  SEVEN  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  THIS  DATE.  NO  ^PERTINENT  /Vj 
INFORMATION  OBTAINED.  APPROXIMATELY  FIFTYEIGHT  INTERVIEWS  REMAIfL/ 

TO  BE  CONDUCTED,  KNOXVILLE  DIVISION. 

ALL  BOMB  SUSPECTS  KNOXVILLE  DIVISION  ACCOUNTED  FOR. 

END  ACK  PLS  REC*  94 

WA  7-20  PM  OF  OK  FBI  WA  RM 


l S.  7-/63-%- 


BH  5-20  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
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V/4'  BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 
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LEET  -v  Copies  made  by 

lor  review  by.  Rowe  Tas^ 
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Tele.  Room 

„ Holme* 

Gandy — 
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\ written  by  Miriam  Ottenberg,  captioned  "Signs  Of  U.  S.  Violation  Puts  FBI  In  Bomb 
(Case,"  I thought  you  should  know  that  we  talked  to  Miss  Ottenberg  about  this  yesterd 


nr 


Mice  Of+onKo -nor  had  follnad  with  Janlr  Pnspnthnl  in  friithman1?!  nffir.fi  in 

- - _ ^ 


illAU 


the  Department  and  called  here  to  "get  her  facts  straight"  as  she  put  it.cr. 

The  story  as  put  together  by  Miss  Ottenberg  after  talking?  with 

\uofz  rnmnlfiffilv  HisrfrnrffiH.  fa rtR  Wfiri 

FC  MV  V rv  vw  ’ 

given  the  FBI  had  not  solved  any  cases  ,and  not  invej 
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Mf  PncontliQl  tucj ft  pnm  nlfiffilv  HiRtnrtfid.  far.tR  wfirfi  wron?  and  the  imnr  fission  was 

i-VAi.  i A rr  WV  ^ *■  * — * ■ — w— Q "■ 


the  Fiji  had  not  solved  any  cases ^ana  not  in vej 
mthe  civjlright^^L^ 


we  told  Miss  Ottenberg  that  we  could  not  help  her  too  much  on 
current  matter.  We  then  explained  most  carefully  the  FBI's  jurisdiction  in  civil 
rights  cases,  the  accomplishments  of  the  FBI  in  these  cases  and  the  provisions  of 
Civil  Rights  Act  of  1960.  We  pointed  out  that  the  FBI  entered  the  September  15th 
■church  bombing  at  once  because  of  an  indication  of  a violation  of  Federal  law  and  tha 
'wp  have  closely  and  carefully  advised  the  Department  of  Justice  of  the  facts  in  the 
ouier  bombings  in  Birmingham  and  that  there  are  four  cases  wherein  the  Department 
authorized  investigation  following  an  indication  of  a violation  of  Federal  law  within 
flip  FBFs  jurisdiction, 

\ Miss  Ottenberg  said  she  wished  to  point  out  the  difficulties  encountere 

by  the  FBI  in  this  type  of  investigation  and  wished  to  give  the  FBI  all  credit  possible 
fnr  ite  fine  work  in  the  civil  rights  field. 


I 


e i 


RECOMMENDATION: 


Fnr  information 

„ -y 

,J  t . W w 


i'i 


Enclosure 


1 - Mr.  Belmont.  QP 
1 - Mr.  Rosen*5‘Pv 
1 - Mr.  Jonefe' 

*REW?dgS  1 4lS8d 
.'51  dr- 

v-  4 


-Ml 

^ - 


57 


10  23  12S3 


/ 71? 
f-A 


Il4 


6 


~ '?  ■ v> 
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Puts  FBI  in  Bomb 


^ fl 


* - ,:v 


i: 

T> 


t 


By  MIRIAM  OTTENBERG 

I . SUr  Stiff  Writer 

FBI  agents  moved  In  on  the 
.Negro  church  bombing  in  Bir- 
mingham Sunday  because 
there  was  an  Immediate  indl- 
i cation  a Federal  law  had  been 
[violated,  an  FBI  spokesman  ■ 
said  today. 

The  FBI  declined  to  disclose 
what  information  prompted t 
agents  to  take  over  active  in- 
vestigation, but  under  the  1960 
law  giving  the  FBI  Jurisdiction 
in  bombing  cases  under  the 
Civil  Rights  Act,  it  would  have 
to  be  an  indication  that  the 
dynamite'  had  been  taken 
across  State  lines  or  that  sus- 
cts  were  crossing  State  lines  £ 
avoid  capture  or  Prosecu- 
te . V 

Although  there  have  been 
more  than  a score  of  bomb- 
ings in  Birmingham,  the  FBI 
has  played  a major  investiga- 
tive role  only  in  four  cases. 
The  FBI  emphasized  that  it  ln-J 
vestigates  only  where  there  is 
evidence  of  a Federal  viola- 
tion. 

FBI  at  All  Bomb  Scenes 

The  FBI  has  gone  to  the 
scene  of  all  the  recent  bomb- 
ings but  picked  up  the  investi- 
gation in  these  three  cases  be- 
fore the  church  bombing: 

The  May  11  bombing  of  the 
home  of  the  Rev.  A.  D,  King. 
The  bombing  of  the  A.  G.  Gas- 
ton Motel  on  the  same  night. 
The  September  14  bombing  of 
the  home  of  Arthur  Shores,  a 
civil  rights  attorney.  Mr. 
Shores'  home  had  been  bombed 
a month  earlier,  but  the  FBI 
did  not  enter  the  investigation 
in  that  case. 

Although  limited  in  Hs  own 
investigative  role  to  the  cases 
indicating  direct  violation  of 
Federal  laws,  the  FBI  has  of- 
fered its  laboratory  and  iden- 
tification facilities  to  local 
police  and  has  pursued  out-of- 
State  leads. 

The  FBI  can  and  does  in- 
vestigate bombings  and  similar 
violence  under  other  Federal 
laws.  Thus,  FBI  agents  inves- 
tigated the  bombing  of  a Free- 
dom Riders’  bus  at  Anniston, 
Ala.,  as  a violation  of  Inter- 
state commerce  laws  and  in- 
vestigated church  burnings  In 
Georgia  as  a violation  of  laws 
g Intimidation  of+vot- 


W i 


es  Are  Scarce 

None  of  the  four  cases  the 
FBI  has  under  active  Investi- 
gation has  been  solved.  The 
difficulties  in  bombing  cases 
are  legion.  Most  of  the  usual 
investigative  techniques  can- 
not be  used.  1 — * 

There  is  no  gun  to  trace, 
and  in  Birmingham  particul- 
arly, dynamite  Is  readily  avail- 
able because  of  its  widespread 
use  in  industry.  The  search  of 
the  crime  scene  is  usually  non- 
productive because  the  bombs 
have  destroyed  such  promising 
evidence  as  fingerprints.  The 
scene  itself  is  usually  trampled 
because  of  the  need  to  re- 
n ove  the  injured. 

Informers  are  practically  the 
duly  source  of  clues.  That's 
why  FBI  agents  and  local 
police  have  taken  on  the  tab 
of  interviewing  literally  th 
sands  of  potential  witness 


that  b] 

jlnto  the  chi  _ 

‘.makes  It  a crime* to 
or  aid  another  to  transport 
'plosives  interstate  with 
knowledge  or  intent  to  use 
plosives  to  destroy  ■ property 
j"for  the  purpose  of  interf^r- 
• lng  with  its  use  for  educa- 
tional, religious*  charitable, 
presidential,  business  or  civic 
objectives  or  of  lntimidatmg 
lany  person  pursing, such  ob- 
jectives." ;• 


Possible  Death  Penalty  * 

The  penalties  provide  im- 
prisonment for  not  more  than 
one  year  or  up  to  $1,000  fine 
or  both.  If  personal  Injury 
results,  the  prison  sentence  oan 
go  up  to  10  years  and  a fthe 
up  to  $10,000.  If  death  results 
from  the  bombing,  as  It  did  In 
the  Birmingham  church,  Im- 
prisonment can  go  up  to  life, 
or  the  court  may  impose  the 
death  penalty  on  recommen- 
dation of  a Jury. 

The  I960,  law  also  provides 
that  possession  of  use  of  an 
explosive  to  damage  propeQsy 
covered  by  the  Civil  Rights 
Act  creates  an  assumption  thjat 
explosive  was  transported  in- 
terstate. But  a person  c&nnfct 
be  convicted  under  this  tew 
unless  there  Is  evidence  aside 
from  the  presumption  ; that 
State  lines  were  crossed.*  4^ 


/ o 2.  i 


■? 


.4 

7 


The  Evening  Star 
Washington,  D.  C. 
September  17,  ^963 


✓ — 


■V- 


r-  .i  ..  - 


»*  , FI?-36<Rev.  L2-13-56) 


UlS&g 

'ija 


^ f 

'-■  ';=  X*: : 


/• 


jX. 

• ■: >VV*-.V’7;:- 

4’  ' AVv  •;  r B I 

2i s'  !•  .'  *V.  t.  ’ „V'V  ’ 

v ■*:/  . ■ k 


Date:  9/15/63 
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FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


^ATTENTION?1  MECHANICAL  SECTION 
PHOTOGRAPHIC  UNIT 
SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) 

■ ’ C7) 

UNSUBS ; BOMBING  OF  SIXTEE 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  t BjJJli ngham , Ala 

9/lb/tf5 


■>'  - 


Transmitted  under  separate  cover  are  two  rolls  of 
pvnosed  Tri-X  movie  film  used  to  film  bombing  scene  at  16 tn 
Street^Baptist  Church  and  activities  in  surrounding  area  In 
Birmingham  on  9/15/63* 

FBI  Laboratory  is  requested  to  process  and  return 
these  rolls  of  film  to  the  Birmingham  Division.  . 
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Director,  FBI  3 
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tJHSUBSj  BOUBIHG  OP  BIXTSEHTH  8T. 
/te* v,  BAPTIST  CHUBCH,  Birmingham,  Ala, 
^/fr/15/63 

BM 


8aptambar  16,  1963 


Reference  is  made  to  your  communication  dated  9/15/65  transmitting 
□ negative(s)  jQp  film  □ photograph(s)  O documents)  □ 
pertaining  to  the  above*captioned  matter* 

In  accordance  with  your  request  Jj}  film  has  been  developed 

| — j enlargement  s)  made  ^ 

q positive  copy  made 
| — | print(s)  made 
| — \ slide(s)  made 
| — | negative(s)  made 
j — | Photostats  made 

The  above  is  JSrt  attached  ~ 

rn  being  sent  under  separate  cover,  via  □ registered  mail 
1 6 □ REA  Express 
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PAGE  THREE, 
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MORE  DETAILED  INFORMATION  REGARDING  EACH  OF  THESE  THREE 
INDIVIDUALS  WILL  BE  SUBMITTED  BY  THIS  OFFICE  PROMPTLY.  IN  THE 
MEANTIME,  SAC  IS  MAKING  ARRANGEMENTS  ^O  HOLD  CLANDESTINE  MEETING 

A 

CD  THIS  EVENING  W ITHf^^H^fe FOR  PURPOSE  OF  DETERMINING  WHETHER 

f 

"53  HE  HAS  ANY  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  WHICH  WOULD  MATERIALLY  ADD 
TO  THE  INFORMATION  HE  PROVIDED  TELEPHONICALLY . STRONGLY 
RECOMMEND  THAT  HIS  IDENTITY  REMAIN  WITHIN  CONFINES  OF  BUREAU 


AND  NOT  DISCLOSED  TO  ANY  OUTSIDE  SOURCE.  RELATIONS  WITH 
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ACTION  ^ 
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The  Washington  Field  Office  has  alerted  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Department  and  the  Secret  Service  at  the  White  House. 
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The  Washington  Field  Office  will  follow  the  activity  and  furnish 
pertinent  details. 
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TRUE  COPY 


Mr.  Edgar  J.  Hoover  - Chief 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
Washington,  D.  C. 


•ept,  - 


Dear  Mr.  Hoover:  $M  L ,Jis  f fL r* 

My  purpose  in  writing  to  you,  has  reference  to  the  most 
recent  bombing  in  Birmingham  Ala. . in  which  4 Negro  girls  were  killed; 
as  well  as  the  wanton  disregard  in  many  instances  of  late,  of  many  citizens 
of  that  State,  as  well  as  their  public  leaders;  as  it  pertains  to  compling  with 
federal  Law  and  Civil  Rights  of  the  Negro  population,  (?3 

It  is  with  sincere  interest,  that  according  to  the  news  on  the 
Radio  this  A.  M;  the  writer  has  learned  that  men  of  your  Agency  are  now 
investigating  the  most  recent  bombing,  and  I hope  they  are  most  successful 
in  apprehending  the  guilty  party  parties  in  the  very  near  future. 

Although  the  writer  in  the  capacity  as  a reglatory  official 
for  the  Michigan  Department  of  Agriculture  for  many  has  had  some 
experience  in  enforcement  and  investigation  work,  it  is  as  a Neophyte  in 
respect  to  men  of  your  Department,  that  I offer  the  following  information. 

As  an  outsider,  and  basing  mh  opinion  on  News  jfidy  - it  strikes  the  writer  tl 
these  bombings  are  the  work  of  an  organization— or  someone  trained  in  handli 
of  explosive.  Perhaps  an  ex-service  man  trained  in  handling  demolition  char 
or  perhaps  even  at  present  a member  of  the  Local  or  State  Police,  =8r  per- 
haps a member  of  the  Alabama  National  Guard.  I realize  that  to  operate  on-- 
this  assumption,  and  check  such  information  out  - coddbe  along  an  tedious  / 
process,  perhaps  ending  in  naught.  However,  back  in  the  second  world  war  ; 
as  a member  of  the  U.  S.  Airforce,  I served  several  years  at  various  bases 
in  the  deep  South;  and  associated  with  a good  many  Southern  soldiers,  and  I 
know  of  the  deep  hate,  and  disrespect,  that  was  harbored  by  some  of  the  Reb< 
soldiers,  for  the  colored  populations.  Some  could  never  be  educated  to 
think  differently.  With  out  a doubt,  your  office  has  given  thought  to  this  sam< 
thing  - but  I make  mention  of  the  same  - for  as  an  outsider  considering  that 
8 such  bombings  have  taken  place  without  an  apprehension  - this  does  not 
appear  to  be  the  work  of  a crack-pot. 
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